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Together, we can  
create the possibility  
of tomorrow, today.

Dear Global Investor community, 

When I reflect on what you represent as a community, the thing that shines brightest  
for me is your willingness to stand shoulder to shoulder with our village partners,  
to ask ‘what’s missing?’, and to rise to the challenge of what’s required to solve one  
of the world’s biggest solvable problems: chronic, persistent hunger. I acknowledge  
and thank all of you who have walked this journey with us. So much has been achieved 
so far and we are excited to see the change we will continue to create together in the  
lives of the 15.8 million people The Hunger Project reaches globally. 

Incredible results were achieved in 2020 to create leverage for maximum impact, thanks 
to your collective investment combined with the ingenuity and resources of our village 
partners. One example is reaching 500,000 people in India with factual health messages 
through our network of Elected Women and adolescent girls. Talk about leverage!  
More results like this – and future opportunities for leverage - are outlined within. 

The pandemic also validated the effectiveness of our approach to development –  
where we put people in the driver’s seat of their own development. Your sustained 
investment over time in training local volunteer leaders who are skilled in mobilising 
their communities, meant we were able to continue our program work even with 
lockdowns and closed borders.  

A key lesson we have learned from our partner communities across Africa, India and 
Bangladesh is the importance of certainty to enable better planning for the future and 
greater possibility for sustainable change. We have also learned the difference it makes 
to them to know they are not acting alone; that people in other parts of the world are 
committed partners. With these learnings in mind, growing our Australian community  
of investors who are able to make a multiyear commitment has become a key focus  
for us. This will enable us to lift our future strategic planning to a new level in this 
significant decade for the end of hunger. I’m excited to see the leverage we can create 
together with a renewed focus in this area. 

While we are big believers in stopping to celebrate progress, we are also reminded  
of the urgent nature of our work: 690 million people still live in hunger. This is not the 
world we want to live in. Together, we can create the possibility of tomorrow, today.  
I look forward to another year of being part of the solution to ending hunger with you. 

Melanie Noden 
CEO, The Hunger Project Australia



The Enormous  
Reach and  
Impact Created  
Together.

HUNGER HAS BEEN COMPLETELY 
ELIMINATED FROM 34 EPICENTRE 
COMMUNITIES.

SEVERE HUNGER HAS BEEN REDUCED  
TO LESS THAN 1% IN 9 MORE  
EPICENTRE COMMUNITIES.

15.8 MILLION PEOPLE REACHED
ACROSS 14,600 COMMUNITIES GLOBALLY.

73 EPICENTRE COMMUNITIES 
IN PROGRESS TO SELF-RELIANCE.

The results shared here 
reflect the collective 
investment of Hunger Project 
investors globally in tandem 
with the visionary leadership 
and determined action of 
our village partners in 2020 
and to date. This is tangible, 
meaningful progress, and 
reminds us that it really  
is possible to end hunger. 



Reach and Impact.

In 2020

548,000

897,000 34% increase

136,711

16,156 56,723

32,700

109,000

85,000

1.9 million

200,000+ 22% decrease

locally trained volunteer  
Animators leading change  
in their communities

people in 54 self-reliant Epicentre 
communities  
in Africa

in proportion of women  
small-business owners*

people accessed health 
services in Africa

participants in the Safe 
Schools For Girls program  
in Bangladesh

women and men trained  
in women’s empowerment 
workshops in Africa

children vaccinated against  
infectious diseases

participants in Water, 
Sanitation & Hygiene 
workshops and campaigns

people trained in food security 
and agriculture workshops

people trained via Vision, 
Commitment, Action workshops

Elected Women in India have been 
trained, who are bringing water and 
electricity to their villages

in proportion of households 
below the poverty line (PPI)*

Data shown here is accurate as of March 2021. *Data relates to 54 self-reliant Epicentre communities. 



COVID-19 – A Challenge and an Opportunity. 

Even in a year that featured great upheaval and disruption around the world, 
The Hunger Project’s work continued with minimal interruption, thanks to our 
approach of putting people in the driver’s seat of their own development and  
of employing local staff. Despite lockdowns and international travel bans, 
planned activities were able to continue and new initiatives were introduced.  
Key results achieved through pilot projects and other innovations include: 

7,682 Tippy Taps handwashing stations installed so communities 
can protect themselves against germs

98,481 people participated in specially designed water, sanitation 
and hygiene workshops 

217,391 food rations distributed to people on the brink  
of destitution. (Although THP usually has a ‘No handouts’  
policy, this new idea was put forward by Elected Women  
who saw the dire need in their villages) 

501,216 people in India reached with health care messages through 
phone trees and WhatsApp groups run by Elected Women

278,361 face masks made and distributed to help protect those 
most at risk

231,514 public health leaflets made and distributed across 
communties to combat misinformation

Our Shared Wins.



I have led 16 health Animators to make safe, 
weekly rounds from Mpigi Epicentre’s health 
care unit. My team collected information from 
patients and ensured continued distribution 
of oral contraceptive pills to women in the 
community throughout the COVID-19 lockdown. 

– Aisha, THP health Animator

Dedicated and courageous volunteer leaders 
like Aisha took charge and continued to lead 
their communities even during the pandemic 
lockdown.



An independent qualitative study commissioned by THP surveyed people living  
in 2 Epicentre communities in Africa 3 years after reaching Self-Reliance. Excitingly, 
almost half of all the stories shared by community members noted that the most 
significant changes they experienced since the start of the THP partnership related  
to decreased hunger and poverty. The study also analysed THP’s post-Self Reliance  
data, finding that overall the gains achieved by the communities while partnering  
with THP across the 8 years of the Epicentre Strategy continued beyond our exit.  
For example, the study found that the following trends continued:

Land productivity increased by an average of 29% 

School enrolment increased. 86% of children aged 4-18  
are in school, compared to the joint national average of 63% 

Child marriage rates remained low. 89% of young people  
marry as adults, compared to the joint national average of 67% 

Key social and physical infrastructure continued to be in use, 
driving community-wide transformation 

Study Confirms Progress  
Continued After Self-Reliance. 

We used to produce inadequate food which could not last the whole  
year and hunger was the order of the day. In 2016, we were trained  
by The Hunger Project on recommended farming practices. As a result,  
I produced more bags of maize from the same piece of land. From that 
time on, my household has adequate food that lasts us the whole year. 

– Study participant, anonymous 38 year old woman from Ligowe. 

Our Shared Wins.



Driving Our Mission To End Hunger Together.

1 2 3

We are constantly looking to the future to ask ‘what’s missing?’  
and to see where we can create the biggest leverage.

We have identified 3 areas in 2021 and beyond that will be instrumental 
in driving forward towards our audacious yet completely possible goal 
of ending hunger. 

It is now crystal clear that the certainty 
provided by multiyear commitments 
is essential for us to be our best in this 
final decade to reach the UN Sustainable 
Development Goal of zero hunger by 
2030. Being able to strategise and plan for 
the future will create greater possibility 
for our partner communities to fulfil their 
vision for themselves, their families and 
neighbours. 

The beauty and power of consortiums  
lies in collective investment for enormous 
impact, while also creating connections 
and bonds here in Australia within our 
community. In coming together over  
a shared goal, we have seen consortium 
groups enjoy a special connection 
through events and conversations that 
take on a particular meaning because  
of the common interest, accountability 
and joy. 

We are developing some exciting 
opportunities and projects with our 
colleagues across a number of countries 
and themes. We are continuing to 
empower women leaders, provide 
microfinance training and create 
sustainable communities with people 
always at the core. By elevating projects 
that focus on clean water, women’s 
empowerment, sustainability and more, 
we can create an environment in which 
people flourish.

Creating Certainty: 
Multiyear Commitments. 

Consortiums: Go Far,  
Go Together. 

Elevating Transformation 
In India and Africa. 

We look forward to speaking to you personally about what role you choose to play to drive us all forward towards ending hunger.



The Impact Initiative: 
Creating certainty.

To formalise this focus, we have named it the ‘Impact Initiative’, which will be open  
to those of you who are willing and able to commit financially out into the future.  

The Impact Initiative will become the backbone of THP’s work relating to planning  
for the future. Through investing in the Impact Initiative, you will enable THP to spend 
time preparing and planning for the highest leverage activities this decade to end hunger. 
You will also enable us to send funds where and when they are needed most, enabling 
efficiencies, effectiveness and sustainability. This planned funding ensures that:  
our village partners and global colleagues have long-term visibility of funding as well  
as certainty in their activities; programs can continue uninterrupted by external factors; 
and we can seamlessly deliver multiple projects at one time and over multiple years. 

As a Global Investor we invite you to commit to the Impact Initiative - that is, investing  
a minimum of $5,000 annually, and over multiple years, with a minimum of 3 years  
or even up to 10 years to walk with us right through to the goal of ending hunger by 2030! 

Your investment will always be focused on the area of greatest need and will be leveraged 
to have maximum impact. Examples of key areas your investment will support are: 

Projects where longer preparation and planning is needed by our Program 
Countries, especially where they are being piloted or are innovative or complex 

Areas where the impacts of unexpected major health events and natural disasters 
are being felt the hardest 

Critical funding gaps in a project, that, once filled, enables the work to start  
or to continue uninterrupted, to have maximum impact 

Through the Impact Initiative, your financial investment allows  
you to create and shape - in this decade - the future you want to see. 

Take a bold step forward in creating global impact, certainty and leverage. Speak to: 

Victoria:  Michelle Brownstein  michelle.brownstein@thp.org 
Western Australia:  Millie Allbon  millie.allbon@thp.org 
New South Wales:  Melissa Kumar  melissa.kumar@thp.org 
Everywhere else:  Melanie Noden  melanie.noden@thp.org 

THP’s long-term, sustainable approach  
to ending hunger takes time, investment  
of money and a firm belief in leveraging  
the power of people to make change. 
In light of our continued and urgent 
commitment to ending hunger this  
decade, we are putting a greater focus  
on creating certainty and enabling  
the greatest leverage for our partner 
communities globally.



Meet Your Visionary Investor Peers.

I am excited that I stumbled across THP through 
[former THPA CEO] Cathy Burke and Business 
Chicks, I absolutely love what it’s all about, 
specifically the empowerment of individuals and 
work around mindset shifts. That’s why I decided 
to become a Global Investor. My grandmother  
also absolutely loved reading about the leadership 
demonstrated by your village partners. She has 
even shared those stories with her friends, and 
has since joined the Global Investor Group with 
me! I’m now exploring how I can integrate THP 
into my new business, Cédule.

– Georgina Davies 
Director of Above Digital 
Founder of Cédule

I have been a Global Investor for many years  
as well as a board member. I’ve led a number  
of consortiums to fully fund Epicentre 
communities in Africa. I would make a personal 
commitment to THP, and then simply invite my 
friends and neighbours to come in on the project 
with me. I would say, ‘This is what I’m doing, 
would you like to be part of it?’ People trusted  
me because of my personal involvement and their 
connection to me. Through my investment and 
the funds I’ve helped to mobilise, 68,000 people 
across 4 Epicentre communities in 4 countries  
are now living with dignity and Self-Reliance.

– Bruce Beeren

Georgina has been investing since 2020  
and her grandmother Joan Davies since 2021.

Bruce has been investing for more than 17 
years, and recently retired from our board 
after serving on it for 12 years. Thank you 
Bruce for your service.



I like to think about philanthropy as an investment 
in a world I want to see. I would like to be known 
for having improved the lives of even a few 
people, for moving the needle on things I care 
about like helping women and the environment. 
I’m not okay with the disparity of opportunity  
in the world, and I like THP’s approach of trying  
to create outcomes in a very accountable way. 

– Kate Morris 
Founder of Adore Beauty

Seeing the transformed, empowered women 
in Bangladesh creating such huge change led 
to some breakthroughs for myself. It hit home 
that leadership was a service, and as someone 
motivated to help others, this was huge for me.  
I became a Global Investor in 2020, and it really 
it came out of me saying yes to doing more when 
more is needed. The approach and methods that 
The Hunger Project uses in its mission aligns with 
my own values, it’s important to invest in change 
that is researched and proven to be sustainable 
over the long term. Kate invests together with her partner James 

Height. They have been investing since 2018.

Jacqui went on a THP leadership immersion 
program to Bangladesh in 2012. She’s been 
investing in our work since then.

– Jacqui Roberts

Meet Your Visionary Investor Peers.



We See And  
Acknowledge You.

Thank you!

Emily Massy-Greene & Tuifua Sakalia 

Erin Evans 

Eureka Benevolent Foundation 

Eve Howell & Max De Vietri 

Firesoft People 

Frank Calabria 

Frank Wong 

Gary Ward 

GJK Facility Services 

Glenn and Caroline Crane 

Gonski Foundation 

Gregory Drumm 

Griff Morris (Solar Dwellings) 

Height Morris Foundation 

Helen Scotts 

Hey Tiger & The Impact Fund

Human Kind Project 

i=Change 

Ian & Julie Maloney 

Ian & Vivienne James 

Ivan Halbert 

Jacinta McDonell & Matt Connolly 

Jacqui Roberts 

Jacquie Love 

James Chisholm 

Jayson Oates 

Jillian & Laurie Formentin 

Jillian Broadbent AC 

Joe Leech 

John & Michelle Cook 

Above Digital / Cédule 

Academy Face & Body 

ACME Foundation 

Ailan Tran & Martin North 

Alison & Rod Watkins 

Amanda & Brent McMillan 

Andrew Spillane & Melanie Noden 

Angela Price 

Angela Whitbread 

Anonymous 

April Jorgensen  

Auler & Hoch 

Australian Philanthropic Services 
Foundation 

Bared Footwear 

Brad Hancock

Cameron O’Reilly 

Camilla Australia Pty Limited 

Carla Zampatti Foundation 

Chris Khor & Simon Senior 

Colin Tate & Matt Fatches 

Conexus Financial 

Cyan & Collis Ta’eed 

David Bryant 

David Lyon 

Decjuba 

Diane Grady & Chris Komor 

Dolly Berwick 

Elizabeth Imbert 

Ella Massy-Greene & Alex Burrows 

As the Global Investor Group, you are a powerful 
collective of people who each invest a minimum  
of $5,000 annually - whether it be to a specific 
project or the area of greatest need - to achieve 
a common objective: ending global hunger and 
poverty and creating a more equal world for all.  
We honour your investment in a vision bigger than 
yourself, your commitment to sustainable change 
through empowering people, and your action in 
directing your financial resources towards creating  
a world you believe is possible. 



John Massy-Greene 

Joseph Kim 

Joshua Hurst 

Judy Avisar 

Kaye Jowett 

Kim-Louise Liddell 

Leon Manuel 

Lesley McLennan 

Liangrove Group Pty Ltd 

Like Minded Bitches Drinking Wine 

Lisa & David White 

Lisa Schulander & Koert Jan Schonewille 

Lisa Tarca 

Lisca McClanachan 

Macourt Family Foundation 

Macquarie Group Foundation 

Margie Warrell 

Mari & Alf Salter 

Mariam McDonald 

Mark & Pam La Brooy 

Melanie Jones & Mark Casserly 

Melissa Monkivitch 

Michael Hawker AM 

Montalto 

Mostyn Family Foundation 

Nada & Robert Wentzel 

Nancy Youseff 

Neville & Ola Cook 

Nic McClanachan 

Niche Education Group Pty Ltd 

Nicholas & Helen Moore 

Nina Genikis 

Nola Wakeford 

Origin Foundation 

Patter Family Foundation

Patty Akopiantz & Justin Punch

Paul & Sandra Salteri 

Platform Advisory Partners 

Rachel & John Akehurst 

Raefe Brown 

Reemst George Endowment 

Rick Susman 

Rob Thomas AM 

Robert Larbalestier 

Rochiram Parmanand Charitable Trust 

Roger Massy-Greene & Belinda Hutchinson 

Sarah Jane O’Hara 

Shane Morley 

Shemara Wikramanayake 

Shivani Gupta 

Simon Blackburn & Niamh Brosnan 

Sophie Massy-Greene & James Hutton 

Stephanie Tucker 

Stephen & Annie Stubbs 

Stephen Kotkin 

Steven & Linda Harker 

Super Fast Diet 

Tania Austin 

Tara Donnelly 

Tennis Australia 

Thandie Masuku 

The Beeren Foundation 

The Clifford Family 

The Mercer Family Foundation 

The Petre Foundation 

The Protter Family 

The Rennie Family 

The Richardson Family Foundation 

The Rona Ellis Foundation 

The Sowden Family 

The Talent Connective 

Tony & Anna Dare 

Trista & Mark Brohier 

Urban Rituelle 

Waterwheel Foundation 

Whitbread Foundation 

Whitler Philanthropy Fund 

 



As a Global Investor, you commit your money with conscious and deliberate action 
to the end of hunger. When you give with the same boldness and courage that our 
village partners show every day, you stand shoulder to shoulder with respect and 
honour. It is an opportunity to stretch beyond your current self and towards what 
you believe is possible. 

You are connected into our growing movement of 138 investors 
across Australia, and 440 worldwide, who are dissatisfied with  
the status quo. 

We use the word ‘invest’ purposefully as we believe you, our investors, receive a social 
and personal return on your money. In giving, you will receive so much in return.  
To honour your contribution, you receive a blend of informal updates and formal 
reporting demonstrating the power of your collective impact and are invited  
to special events to connect with other like-minded investors.
 

Our shared legacy is making a meaningful difference  
that will shape the future and last for generations to come.

Global Investor Group: 
A Force For Change.

We’re always growing this group and if you know someone who’s up for being a force 
for global change please extend an invitation or connect us to them. 



If one sees life as something small,  
then it is small. But I can choose  
to see life as something huge,  
now I want to be a teacher.

– Mosammat Shantana Khatu 
A school girl from Bangladesh

Mosammat was empowered  
to stand up and create a vision 
for the future she wants for 
herself after she participated  
in the Her Choice program. 



The Hunger Project Australia

thp.org.au
+61 (0)2 9222 9088
ABN 45 002 569 271

Contributing Photographer:  Johannes Odé

The Hunger Project Australia has a complaints handling procedure in place.  
Please direct any complaints to (02) 9222 9088 or complaints@thp.org   

Copyright © 2021 All material contained in this Global Investor Proposal  
and Report is subject to copyright owned by or licensed to The Hunger Project 
Australia. All rights reserved.  

The Hunger Project Australia (The Hunger Project Relief Fund) is endorsed  
by the Australian Tax Office as a Deductible Gift Recipient gift fund, which means 
that our investors can claim a tax deduction on monetary donations of $2 or more.

The Hunger Project’s goal is to end world hunger by 2030.  
Our approach is different – we see people living in hunger  
as the solution, not the problem. We shift the mindsets  
of women and men so they transform into leaders for the 
sustainable end of hunger. Then, through our programs  
such as education, microfinance, agriculture and health,  
we empower people with the skills, knowledge and resources  
they need to break the poverty cycle themselves. 

Ending hunger 
starts with people.


