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LETTER FROM
OUR CEO, 
MELANIE 
NODEN

Dear Global Investors, 

Looking back on 2017, I am moved by what was made possible 
with your partnership – and what you have also created for the 
future. Your investments last year – strategically combined with 
that of  The Hunger Project’s investor community globally – have 
enabled our transformational leadership work to reach 17 million 
people. You have already had an immediate impact: parents fed 
their children nutritious food, mothers gave birth safely, women 
and men started and expanded their own small businesses, and 
child marriages were stopped. You have also created long-lasting 
impact: people’s lives have been transformed; for millions of  
people around the world, the future no longer looks like the past. 
Your partnership and leadership made this possible. Thank you.  
 
I am delighted that 2017 was The Hunger Project Australia’s best 
fundraising year yet. This reflects the unwavering commitment 
of  investors who have been with us for many years, combined 
with the energy and passion from new members of  our investor 
community. Together, we are a stronger force for the end of  hunger. 
Many of  you have made incredible multi-year commitments, and 
so we have built solid foundations for the successful delivery of  
our programs in 2018 and into the future. 

In this update, you’ll read our highlights from last year. I continue 
to be blown away by the energy, global citizenship and love that 
you all bring to our community here and globally. Turn to page 
3 for our top 10 highlights of  2017. Of  course, this list is not 
exhaustive, and I invite each one of  you to reflect on what your 
personal highlight in 2017 was in relation to your leadership and 
the end of  hunger. 

One of  my personal highlights was visiting our work in 
Uganda for the first time, on the 2030 Leaders Program in 
May. Two Hunger Project Epicentre communities that  I  visited 
– Bulamagi and Mbale –  painted a stark contrast of  ‘before’ 

and ‘after’. The Hunger Project has only just started working 
in Bulamagi, and I met a mother resigned to the death of  her 
young daughter from treatable diseases (malaria and measles) 
because she couldn’t access healthcare locally. Compare that to 
the joy and possibility alive in the people of  Mbale, where The 
Hunger Project has been working for many years. The Mbale 
community has almost reached self-reliance and the people are 
ready and able to continue their development, independent of   
The Hunger Project. 

This experience of  the two extremes drove home to me the power 
of  our work – shifting mindsets and delivering holistic programs 
so that people can end their own hunger. 
 
2018 will bring even more opportunities for us to make progress 
towards the end of  hunger. We’ve already started looking at what 
our highest leverage role is in 2018 and beyond. THPA staff  and 
Board members have formed committees to think expansively 
and look at the strategic ways we can grow and expand our 
community to scale up our impact globally. As a result, we will 
be launching our 5 year strategy later this year and look forward 
to sharing it with you. I hope you enjoy reading this update. We 
will send you a full report of  your impact in 2017 later in the 
year. In the meantime, I welcome your comments and ideas via  
(02) 9222 9088 or melanie.noden@thp.org.

Warm regards, 
Melanie Noden  
CEO 
The Hunger Project Australia
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TOP 10 
HIGHLIGHTS 
OF 2017

OUR BEST  
FUNDRAISING  
YEAR YET!
This has enabled us to educate, 
empower and unleash leaders 
globally for the end of  hunger.

19 EPICENTRE COMMUNITIES 
IN AFRICA ARE NOW  
SELF-RELIANT.
That means 265,013 people are now self-reliant, and have 
demonstrated the capacity to be agents of  their own change  
and implement their own development activities.

AUSTRALIAN INVESTORS 
PARTNERED WITH 13 
EPICENTRES ACROSS AFRICA.
Our partnership enables 287,000 people in these communities 
to take action towards achieving the visions they've created of
a future free from hunger.

45,390 PEOPLE WERE TRAINED 
IN HIV/AIDS AND GENDER 
INEQUALITY ISSUES IN AFRICA.
This has prevented the spread of  HIV, encouraged people to get 
tested and treated, and to eradicate the stigma attached to it.

4 AUSTRALIAN-FUNDED 
EPICENTRES REACHED  
SELF-RELIANCE. 
5 Australian investors had the opportunity to celebrate  
this historic milestone with the Ndereppe community.
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80,310 PEOPLE 
PARTICIPATED IN 
VISION, COMMITMENT  
& ACTION WORKSHOPS  
IN AFRICA.  
These village partners identified critical  
developmental needs in their area and made action 
plans to address them.

71,031 PEOPLE PARTICIPATED IN  
THE SAFE SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
PROGRAM IN BANGLADESH.  
The program aims to increase girls’ attendance in school, reduce 
dropouts, improve the quality of  education available to girls and 
promote additional opportunities for girls in and out of  school.

38,730 PEOPLE PARTICIPATED 
IN NUTRITION WORKSHOPS  
IN AFRICA. 
They are now able to feed themselves and their families  
more nutritious food.

1,641 ELECTED WOMEN  
REPRESENTATIVES IN INDIA  
ATTENDED WOMEN’S  
LEADERSHIP WORKSHOPS. 
The workshops strengthened their confidence and skills  
to allow them to become leaders in their communities.

10
2,936 CHILDREN IN  
AFRICA HAVE ENROLLED  
IN NURSERY SCHOOLS.   
Their parents can take a more active role in the community  
while continuing to educate the younger generation.
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INVESTING IN A  
BRIGHTER FUTURE 
 
Benin, West Africa - When we arrive at Bienvenu’s house in the 
remote village of  Dovi, we see a large herd of  cows. There are 
more than 100 and they look healthy. They graze on a plot of  land 
next to a large house that is still under construction. 

“I HAD SUPPORT. I ATTENDED  
WORKSHOPS ABOUT POULTRY FARMING  
AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP. THE SKILLS I 
LEARNED AT THOSE WORKSHOPS HAVE BEEN 
VERY USEFUL FOR ME. AND OF COURSE I  
COULD NOT HAVE BUILT ALL THIS WITHOUT  
THE MICROFINANCE LOANS I RECEIVED  
FROM THE EPICENTRE BANK.”
Five years ago, Bienvenu only owned some poultry. There 
were not many opportunities to do anything else; many of  his 
neighbours had left the village for bigger towns and cities in search 
of  employment, leaving families separated and destroying the  
local economy. “A few years ago, i  bought my first six cows with 
a microfinance loan from the hunger project at my local epicentre, 
zakpota.” From this profit i bought more cows and also a bull. 

In recent years, my herd has grown to 150 cows, more than 20 
calves and close to 10 bulls.” In addition to the cows, Bienvenu 
has developed many other sources of  income. He still keeps some 
poultry and other animals. 

“I STILL HAVE CHICKENS AND TURKEYS; I ALSO 
KEEP RABBITS, GUINEA FOWL, GOATS AND 
SHEEP. THE RESTAURANTS AND HOTELS IN THE 
AREA KNOW WHERE TO FIND ME; THEY COME 
TO ME FOR THEIR MEAT AND POULTRY. I EMPLOY 
THREE PEOPLE TO CARE FOR THESE ANIMALS. 
IN ADDITION, I HAVE BOUGHT A LOT OF LAND 
IN RECENT YEARS, SO NOW I HAVE ABOUT 30 
HECTARES OF LAND.” 
“On top of  that, I grow teak and eucalyptus trees for their 
wood, palm trees for their palm oil and orange and mango 
trees for their fruits. I bought a small truck to do shopping and 
transport cows. I also lend this to others. I continue to purchase 
and sell other products such as peanuts, corn and beans. I buy 
in when the price is low and store the stock - and sell when 
prices rise again. I even have some income from selling water. I 
built a well with water storage for my cows, but people from the 
neighborhood come here to buy water for themselves too.”

BIENVENU’S 
STORY
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SUPPORTING  
HIS COMMUNITY  
Bienvenu is active within his community and wants to empower 
others to succeed like he has.

“I THINK IT'S IMPORTANT TO PASS ON MY 
KNOWLEDGE TO OTHERS AND TO HELP MY 
COUNTRY MOVE FORWARD. IN THE PAST FIVE  
YEARS, AT LEAST 250 STUDENTS FROM THE 
LOCAL AGRICULTURAL  SCHOOL HAVE VISITED 
MY FARM TO GAIN  PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE.”
 
“If  people in my village need money, I give them an interest-
free loan.” Bienvenu and his wife also look after children from 
his community whose families cannot afford to look after them. 
“Together with my wife I have 8 children, but we also have 6 children 
in the house whose parents could not afford to take care of  them.” 

BIENVENU’S FUTURE DREAM 
Bienvenu laughs when he is asked what his business will look like 
in 5 years. "I will finish the house that I am building and live there 
with my wife and family. I will rent out part of  the house for extra 
income. My herd of  cows will be even bigger. When I look at my 
village, I see that more and more people settle in the village. 

“MY HOPE IS THAT IN THE COMING YEARS,  
MORE PEOPLE WILL BUY LAND IN THE VILLAGE 
AND BUILD A LIFE HERE INSTEAD OF LEAVING 
FOR THE CITY. IT IS ALL POSSIBLE, IF YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT ATTITUDE!”
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Bienvenu has developed into a very successful farmer 
and businessman in recent years thanks to the training  
and support he received from the hunger project. 



GARY 
WARD’S 
STORY
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SEVEN YEARS INVESTING 
WITH THE HUNGER PROJECT 
Dear Fellow Investors,

I write to share with you the experience of  representing you at the 
celebration and official handover of  operations at the Ndereppé 
epicentre in Senegal.

TEN YEARS AGO THIS REGION WAS 
IMPOVERISHED WITH LITTLE PROSPECT OF A 
FUTURE FREE FROM HUNGER, DISEASE AND 
POVERTY. WITH YOUR INVESTMENT AND THE 
LEADERSHIP OF THP SENEGAL AND AUSTRALIA, 
AN EPICENTRE PROJECT WAS LAUNCHED.  
Vision, Commitment and Action workshops were commenced 
and leaders in the community stepped forward to carry the vision 
to fulfilment. The building containing the meeting hall, the micro 
finance bank, preschool classroom, food bank and rooms for small 
enterprises was completed in 2005. 

THE PROCESS OF DEMONSTRATING 
SELF-RELIANCE WAS COMMENCED IN 2013 AND 
IN 2016 ALL THE CRITERIA FOR A DECLARATION 
OF SELF-RELIANCE WERE ACHIEVED.
On Thursday 19th August 2017, a small group of  investors (April  
Jorgensen, Shane Morley and his 16 year old daughter Jacqui, my 
wife Claire and I) and THP staff  from Australia (Tara Donnelly) 
and the USA (Carlota Ferrari) reached Ndereppé after 2 days 
visiting other epicentres at Sanar and Coki, both in earlier stages 
of  development. On arrival we were met by a huge crowd of  the 
local villagers forming a corridor of  rousing applause, huge smiles 
and lots of  hand shaking.

We were then shown through the various income generating aspects 
of  the epicentre: the thriving shop, a shoe making workshop, a 
dressmaking enterprise, and a hairdresser. A crowd of  preschool 
children welcomed us to their school with a rousing rendition of  
their national anthem. We were shown the food bank – packed with 
sacks of  grain harvested from the surrounding fields from crops 
nourished by efficient new methods of  micro-dose fertilization.

We were then led to the quadrangle of  the epicentre and positioned 
at a table of  honour alongside the local mayor, community leaders, 
THP Senegal board members and the leaders of  THP both locally 
and nationally. 

A huge tent provided some shade for the hundreds of  local villagers 
who had gathered for this celebration. A local drum band began a 
melodic rhythm and a troupe of  dancers performed a traditional 
story-telling dance.

THE CEREMONY CONTINUED WITH SPEECHES 
DELIVERED BY VARIOUS LEADERS IN THE 
COMMUNITY INCLUDING THE LOCAL MAYOR. 
HE DECLARED THAT WHILE HE HAD SEEN MANY 
ORGANISATIONS ATTEMPTING INTERVENTIONS 
IN SENEGAL, THE HUNGER PROJECT WAS THE 
“RIGHT ONE” ... “AS WELL AS AGRICULTURE 
AND HEALTH, IT IS THE HUMAN ELEMENT THAT 
IS TRANSFORMED”. HE ALSO ANNOUNCED 
HIS INTENTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE 
GOVERNMENT TO DUPLICATE THIS MODEL IN 
OTHER COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT SENEGAL.
Next a poet stepped to the microphone, the crowd hushed and she 
delivered an impassioned tribute to the success of  the epicentre. 
We were presented with certificates of  honour and handcrafted 
gifts from the village including traditional Senegalese clothing 
– brightly patterned tops and trousers – that we donned to the 
enthusiastic delight of  the crowd.

A highlight of  the ceremony for everyone was a performance of  
a “war dance” reminiscent of  the Maori haka, by a troupe of  
Senegalese wrestlers, led by their national champion, a resident 
and obvious hero of  the local community. 

FOLLOWING THE PERFORMANCE THE 
NATIONAL CHAMPION CAME TO OUR TABLE 
AND ADDRESSED US: “THANK YOU. YOU ARE 
OUR MOTHER AND FATHER AND NOW WE NO 
LONGER NEED TO BREASTFEED! WE CAN NOW 
STAND ON OUR OWN!” 
After our tears had cleared, a plaque was unveiled to signify the 
independence of  the epicentre and the removal of  any reference 
to The Hunger Project’s future involvement.

THE WHOLE CEREMONY WAS AN INCREDIBLY 
MOVING EXPERIENCE AND A VIVID 
DEMONSTRATION OF THE POWER OF 
PARTNERSHIP AND THE JOY OF CELEBRATION. 
I WANT YOU, MY FELLOW INVESTOR, TO KNOW 
THAT YOU WERE THERE AT THIS CEREMONY 
IN THE SENSE THAT YOUR GENEROSITY, YOUR 
VISION, AND YOUR COMMITMENT TO THE 
ACTION OF INVESTING IN THIS PROJECT WERE 
PALPABLY PRESENT.
 
This incredible achievement of  assisting a community to alter 
the inevitable future of  chronic persistent hunger and poverty, 
to a trajectory of  limitless possibilities, would not have happened 
without your contribution.Thank you for your partnership,

Gary Ward 
Investor in The Hunger Project  
since 2001, together with his wife Claire  
and daughter Gemma.
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The Hunger Project Relief  Fund is endorsed as  
a Deductible Gift Recipient with the Australian  
Tax Office. Monetary gifts of  $2 or more  
are tax deductible. 

 
The Hunger Project Australia is a proud member of  
Australia Council for International Development 
(ACFID). ACFID is the peak Council for Australian 
not-for-profit aid and development organisations 
working to attain a world where gross inequality 
and extreme poverty are eradicated.

The Hunger Project has been awarded the highest 
possible 4-star rating by Charity Navigator, the 
leading independent charity evaluator, which 
compares and rates leading charities based on their 
performance and accountability.

The Hunger Project Australia has a complaints 
handling procedure in place. Please direct any 
complaints to our Chief  Executive Officer on 
(02) 9222 9088 or complaints@thp.org 
 
We are also a signatory to the ACFID Code  
of  Conduct which is a voluntary self-regulatory 
sector code of  good practice. Information about 
how to make a complaint to ACFID can be found 
at www.acfid.asn.au

©2018 The Hunger Project Australia  
(ABN 45 002 569 271).  
 
This report is copyright. Except as permitted 
under the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth), no part of  
this publication may be reproduced by any process, 
electronic or otherwise, without the specific written 
permission of  the copyright owner. Neither may 
information be stored electronically in any form 
whatsoever without such permission.
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