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INVESTMENT
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LETTER
FROM
OUR CEO,
MELANIE
NODEN
I am thrilled to present to you this
report. It marks an incredible milestone
of over $2 million invested to date
through the Unleashed Women
Leaders Initiative in The Hunger
Project’s women’s leadership programs
globally. In fact, with the $287,000
you collectively contributed in 2016,
the total investment mobilised by
you is $2.11 million.
This report demonstrates the incredible
impact that your investment had in
2016, through data and personal
stories from across Africa, India
and Bangladesh. As you know,
when coupled with the leadership
and action taken by women leaders
trained by The Hunger Project, your
investment is a powerful force for a
transformed world free of hunger.
I continue to be both amazed and
inspired at the achievements of women
leaders we train when you consider
what obstacles and discrimination
they face on a daily basis.
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In this report, you’ll read about the
depth and breadth of education
and training delivered by The
Hunger Project in Africa, India
and Bangladesh on pages 6-7. In
2016, this included community
education on the negative impacts
of child marriage, the importance
of health check-ups for pregnant
women, how to stop the spread
of HIV/AIDS, how to mobilise
local and government resources
for sustainable change, and more.
Then on page 8, you’ll read about a
study we recently undertook to get
insights into the challenging social
and political context in which the
women we train work.
This report also highlights the power
of one woman, Geeta Rao, and the
incredible ripple effect The Hunger
Project’s unique training program has
catalysed for her village. I had the
honour of meeting Geeta in India
last year, and some of you may have
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met her when she visited Australia
recently. I invite you to look at her
achievements listed on page 10-11,
and then imagine the scale of work
achieved collectively by the other
510 new Elected Women in India
who were trained in 2016 alone,
thanks to the commitment of you
and our global investor community
to shaping a new future for women,
their families and villages.
On behalf of The Hunger Project
and women leaders who we train
globally, thank you for sharing our
belief that the end of hunger is
possible, and that women are the
key to transforming this vision for
a different world into reality.

Melanie Noden, CEO
The Hunger Project Australia

ELECTED
WOMEN
IN INDIA
An estimated 44% of girls are married as child brides in the Indian state of Tamil Nadu,
a poor area where women do not participate in politics. After receiving training from
The Hunger Project, a group of elected women formed the Muzhakkam Federation to
utilise their collective power and bring lasting change to their community. These women
chose to take on stopping child marriage as their main objective and have become role
models for other local groups in the process. As part of their strategic and multi-pronged
approach, these women have:
•

Encouraged 76 local women’s groups to take an oath to ban child marriage
in their families.

•

Spoken to other elected women in their area to encourage them to speak to
their own constituents about the negative impacts of child marriage for girls
and families.

•

Employed traditional message sharing techniques like ‘thandora’ (beating drums)
to spread their campaign messages to the general public.

•

Created a groundswell of awareness locally by distributing postcards and
flyers, and encouraging conversation and discussion about the topic.

As a result, these women are transforming this harmful tradition into a relic of the past.
They have successfully stopped 20 child marriages to date and have passed a resolution
against child marriage through their local council.
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know that if I take a
“Imicrofinance
loan, I will work

ALAMENSH
DEGETU,
ETHIOPIA

In the Mesqan region of Ethiopia, The
Hunger Project promotes Moringa,
otherwise known as the ‘miracle tree’.
Moringa contains many vitamins and
minerals that can significantly enhance
the nutritional value of a daily meal.
Alamensh, a mother of 5 young children,
was struggling to provide her family
with the nutritional food they needed
for healthy development. As a result of
her involvement in The Hunger Project’s
1000-days program, Alamensh is now
equipped with the skills and knowledge
she needs to protect her children from
malnutrition and ensure that they grow
up healthy.
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“Since my pregnancy I have been attending
workshops on healthy food for children,
especially during the first 1000 days of
their lives. There I heard about Moringa.
During my pregnancy I drank Moringa
tea, and after the delivery I used it to

quickly regain my strength. And now
that I breastfeed, I try to eat extra fruit
and vegetables.”
Alamensh and the other local women of
Mesqan have been empowered to act as
agents of their own development through
newfound knowledge and confidence.
“I now have a piece of land where I grow
vegetables for our family, and we make
a decent enough living to also be able to
buy other produce. The Hunger Project
granted me a micro loan, which I used
to buy some sheep and cows. I fattened
them up and sold them at a profit. My
husband has used his micro loan to buy
a tuktuk with which he drives customers
to the city. We will not experience food
shortages ever again!”

to be able to pay it back, and
as a result I can take charge
of my own affairs. I have no
fears! I have confidence in
our leadership.

”
- Amina Kasim,

Atuobikrom
Epicentre, Ghana

MANJUMA,
BANGLADESH

When Manjuma married her first husband
she was only 14. She was forced to drop
out of school and raise a family. At
the age of 17, disaster struck when
Manjuma’s husband was electrocuted
while working on the house, leaving his
wife and a beautiful baby girl to fend for
themselves. Manjuma was forced to move
back into her father’s house where her
father was already caring for a family of
7, on a low income as a basket weaver.
In desperation, Manjuma’s father organised
a second marriage over the phone to
Shafiullah who lived and worked in Saudi
Arabia. During his brief return home, they
conceived another baby girl; however, only
5 months into her pregnancy, Manjuma
received the news that Shafiullah had
died overseas. Suddenly, Manjuma came
to be seen as cursed and was spurned
and shunned by her community. She
had no option but to return home and
help her father weave baskets. “At that
time, I forgot how to cry. I had no tears
in my eyes.”
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Then Manjuma decided to join The
Hunger Project’s women’s leadership
training. She started to produce bamboo
baskets, rear her own cows and help her
father cultivate his agricultural land with
her newly learnt techniques. She received
a sewing machine from The Hunger
Project and now has enough income
to support her whole family. Despite
her success, her neighbours still reject
her but she doesn’t let that phase her.
“Maybe I am alone, but I created this
world for myself and I am happy. I am
not dependent on anybody. I can fulfill
my desires for myself.”

Unleashed Women Leaders Initiative 2016 Report
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With your partnership, the discriminatory barriers that keep women in rural and
remote Africa, Bangladesh and India in hunger can be torn down. Together, we can
unleash their strength, creativity and voices, opening up an enabling environment for
them, their children and their communities. These women become role models to their
communities, acting as agents of change capable of ending the vicious cycle of poverty.

THE IMPACT
OF YOUR
INVESTMENT
IN 2016

The results here reflect the total investment in our women leaders by our dedicated
global community of investors, of which you are an essential and integral member.

AFRICA

107,283
91,817

People were trained through the
Women’s Empowerment Program.

People were trained in HIV and
gender inequality-related issues
in Africa, to prevent the spread
of HIV and remove the stigma
surrounding it.

BANGLADESH

5,838

1,259

Births registered so
children can access health
and education services.

Toilets were installed which
is key to good sanitation.

162,038

2,288

Children were vaccinated so they can
grow up strong and healthy.

Women and men were taught to
feed themselves and their families
with more nutritious food.

Children immunised against
deadly but entirely
preventable diseases.

1,489
Mothers got maternal
health checkups.

59,023

31,256
INDIA

Women, men and girls
were reached by The
Hunger Project’s public
awareness campaigns
which shifted thinking
around the rights of girls
and women.

5,739

Elected Women
Representatives
attended The
Hunger Project’s
needs-based and
tailored workshops.

490

Wells were installed providing
easy access to clean water.

141,874

People were reached about the
negative impacts of child marriage
to stop this harmful practice which
keeps girls out of school.
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14,065

Elected Women attended federation meetings where
they used their collective power to bring change to
their communities.

511

Women were trained in
Women’s leadership workshops
to strengthen their leadership
and empowerment.
Unleashed Women Leaders Initiative 2016 Report
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SPOTLIGHT
ON: ELECTED
WOMEN
IN INDIA
The Hunger Project recently undertook a study in India to get insights into the
challenging social and political context in which the elected women we train work.
The results revealed that:
•

90% are solely responsible for key household chores such as cooking
and child rearing.

•

60% require permission to step outside their village.

•

60% lack the confidence to engage with government officials before
being trained by The Hunger Project.

•

90% engage in some form of livelihood (typically farming or agriculture)
in addition to their own household and local council-related duties.

•

50% are non-literate. That is, they have never had any opportunity to
attend school.

The Hunger Project’s training of Elected Women addresses the above obstacles
and removes the barriers so that our Elected Women can be effective in
implementing initiatives to end hunger and reduce poverty.
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Looking at the positive impact of just one Elected Woman gives you an idea of the
enormous collective impact of the cohort of 511 new Elected Women who were trained
and supported by The Hunger Project in 2016. Take Geeta Rao as one example of an
Elected Woman:

THE IMPACT
OF ONE
ELECTED
WOMAN –
GEETA RAO

Geeta is in her early 30s and was educated to the 10th grade. She married at twenty and
moved to a new Panchayat (village). When she arrived she was surprised that so many girls
were not in school, and were working instead. She passionately wanted to change this,
so a few years ago she decided to run for a position on the Panchayat council for a seat
reserved for women. Running for the election was a significant challenge for Geeta because
she comes from a community where women could not step out of their homes or speak
to men. To run for the election, she had to go door-to-door and campaign – including
talking to men who were not in her family. She won the election against 2 opponents by
an incredible 1,500 seats. She was voted as the President – an amazing feat, given that
the previous President had held that role for 20 years.   
In her time in office she has had many incredible successes thanks to the training,
education and support of The Hunger Project. The Council has recorded all of the
work and its value on the outside of the Council building for everyone to see and
for transparency.

GEETA’S ACHIEVEMENTS INCLUDE:

A school reopened and
extended to year 12, girls
toilets installed, and tables
and chairs purchased. As a
result, 350 children now go
to the school.

Primary health care
introduced and a birthing
room built with a nurse.
A tree is planted for
every girl born.

56 houses connected
to gas and hostels built
for the homeless.

5 roads built and a bridge
constructed to connect to
20 other villages and
panchayats.

No child marriages
in the second year
of her term.

Hand pumps and
a water tank
installed.

Bank set up in her
community for
the first time.
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“I DRAW DETERMINATION
FROM MY HEART, FROM
WITHIN...I FEEL I’M NOT
A REGULAR WOMAN
– I’M A SPECIAL WOMAN!”
– GEETA
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245 toilets constructed.
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“

My dream is that I will
someday become a
teacher; however that
isn't easy because I
haven’t been to school.
I am doing my best
and have obtained my
first adult literacy
diploma thanks to
The Hunger Project.
It is so important to
be able to read and
write. It gives you
knowledge and
broadens your
horizons. So my advice
to girls is: go to school
and make sure you get
an education.

THANK
YOU
Photo Credit: Anna Zhu

”

- MARIE AGOKOUNON,
Dasso Epicentre, Benin
The empowerment of women is crucial
for the end of hunger and poverty.
In the communities where we work,
women are systematically denied
information, freedom of movement,
and a voice in decision-making. Studies
show, however, that when women are
empowered all of society benefits.

$10,000 or more:

That’s why The Hunger Project works
to support and empower local women
through education and training so that
they can unleash their full potential
and create sustainable change in
their communities.

ACME Foundation

Anke Lassere

Ailan Tran

Annie Gridley

Lesley McLennan

Faye Longmuir

MECCA Brands

Jillian Formentin

Mostyn Family Foundation

Macquarie Group
Foundation

Social Justice Fund
The Gonski Foundation

Patrick Canion

The Protter Family

Your generous investment has transformed
the lives of women, their families and
their wider communities and lifted
them out of a lifetime of chronic
hunger and poverty. We are delighted
to recognise the following Unleashed
Women Leaders Initiative investors
who contributed in 2016:

Photo Credit: Johannes Odé
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The Hunger Project Relief Fund is endorsed as
a Deductible Gift Recipient with the Australian
Tax Office. Monetar y gifts of $2 or more
are tax deductible.

The Hunger Project Australia is a proud member
of Australia Council for International Development
(ACFID). ACFID is the peak Council for Australian
not-for-profit aid and development organisations
working to attain a world where gross inequality
and extreme poverty are eradicated.
The Hunger Project has been awarded the highest
possible 4-star rating by Charity Navigator, the
leading independent charity evaluator, which
compares and rates leading charities based on
their performance and accountability.

The Hunger Project Australia has a complaints
handling procedure in place. Please direct any
complaints to our Chief Operating Officer on
(02) 9222 9088 or complaints@thp.org
We are also a signatory to the ACFID Code of
Conduct which is a voluntary self-regulatory sector
code of good practice. Information about how
to make a complaint to ACFID can be found at
www.acfid.asn.au
Copyright © 2017 All material contained in
this Unleashed Women Leaders Initiative
Report is subject to copyright owned by or
licensed to The Hunger Project Australia.
All rights reserved.

THE HUNGER PROJECT AUSTRALIA
www.thp.org.au
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