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Amba Bai is an Elected Woman
Representative trained by
The Hunger Project in India.
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OUR THREE PILLARS

1
2
3

START WITH WOMEN

Studies show that when women are supported and empowered, all of
society benefits. This is why we focus on building the capacity of women.

MOBILISE EVERYONE

We build people’s knowledge, skills and leadership, so they can take
action to improve their own communities.

ENGAGE GOVERNMENT

We empower people to communicate their needs to local government
to ensure they are effective and accountable.

WHAT WE RAISE GLOBALLY 1

WHERE WE SPEND OUR FUNDS

EMPLOYEES

IN AUSTRALIA

390
EMPLOYEES

WORLDWIDE

85%

THE HUNGER PROJECT
AUSTRALIA 24%

THP - GHANA 20%

OTHER HUNGER PROJECT
COUNTRIES 76%

THP - INDIA 14%
THP - UGANDA 13%
THP - MOZAMBIQUE 9%

HOW WE SPEND OUR FUNDS 2

THP - ETHIOPIA 3%
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18+
REACHING

COUNTRIES

2. T
 he ﬁgures are expressed as
a percentage of total income
for 2015. For every dollar
invested, this is how The
Hunger Project Australia
spends it.

THP - SENEGAL 8%
THP - BURKINA FASO 4%

PROGRAM

1.Based on figures as
provided by The Hunger
Project Global Office.

THP - BANGLADESH 8%
THP - MALAWI 5%

OF STAFF IN

2

THP - BENIN 16%

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM
& SUPPORT 80%
COMMUNITY EDUCATION 6%
FUNDRAISING COSTS 9%
ACCOUNTABILITY
& ADMINISTRATION 5%

MILLION PEOPLE IN

AFRICA, INDIA
BANGLADESH
PERU, MEXICO

12 COUNTRIES 10COUNTRIES
PARTNER

PROGRAM

AUSTRALIA,BELGIUM,CANADA,
BENIN, BURKINA FASO, ETHIOPIA, GHANA, GERMANY, SWEDEN, NEW ZEAL AND,
MALAWI, MOZAMBIQUE, SENEGAL, INDIA, S W I T Z E R L A N D, T H E N E T H E R L A N D S ,
P E R U , UGANDA, BANGL ADESH, MEXICO UNITED KINGDOM, UNITED STATES

OUR RESULTS

1.3 395 1.7 83
MORE THAN

MILLION

PARTICIPANTS

IN VISION,

COMMITMENT

AND ACTION
WORKSHOPS

MORE THAN

MORE THAN

THOUSAND MILLION
LOCALLY TRAINED

THOUSAND

VOLUNTEERS LEADING

CHANGE IN THEIR

COMMUNITIES

20 117
ACROSS

272

THROUGH OUR

UNIQUE EPICENTRE
STRATEGY IN AFRICA

MORE THAN LOCALLY TRAINED VOLUNTEERS
IN BANGLADESH MOBILISING

THOUSAND

THOUSAND
VILLAGES

PEOPLE REACHED

ELECTED WOMEN
REPRESENTATIVES
IN INDIA WHO ARE
BRINGING WATER
AND ELECTRICITY
TO THEIR VILLAGES

THEIR FELLOW VILLAGERS
TO TAKE ACTION TO END

THEIR OWN HUNGER

CLUSTERS OF AFRICAN VILLAGES

WORKING TO END THEIR OWN

HUNGER AND POVERTY
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WHAT
ENDING
WE
HUNGER
BELIEVE BY 2030
We know it’s possible for hunger to end, and
that our generation has the power to end it
once and for all. In our experience, people
who live in hunger are not the problem - they
are the solution. We don’t see 795 million
mouths to feed, we see 795 million human
beings who are enterprising and resilient.
The work, therefore, is to unlock their
capacity, creativity and leadership so they
can end their own hunger. That’s what we do.
The Hunger Project empowers women and
men living in rural villages in Africa, India,
Bangladesh and Latin America to end their
own hunger. We reach more than 18 million
people who are transforming themselves,
their families and their communities, and
are bringing about the end of hunger.

Contrary to what many people think,
significant progress has been made
globally towards the end of hunger.
The number of people living in hunger
has halved since 1990. Hunger is not
inevitable, but it does require new
ways of thinking to end it for good.
We’ve always believed the end of hunger
is possible, and as of September 2015,
193 world leaders agreed to 17 Global
Goals to end poverty, inequality and halt
climate change. The Global Goals set
out a vision for the world from 2015 to
2030 so that we all work collectively and
collaboratively towards the end of hunger.

We always knew that it would take much
more than ‘business as usual’ to end hunger,
For us in Australia, we think there is more to life so this alignment of governments and
than just consuming. We are all connected, and international organisations to this deadline
honouring that connection through partnership is a crucial tipping point for the end of
makes life richer. We all have a part to play in hunger. This is a big shift globally in
the end of hunger, and we’re excited to have you how we think about hunger. This is a
in our community making it happen by 2030.   really exciting time for us and our village
partners. We’re thrilled you’re part of it too.
For more information, go to
www.thp.org.au
For more information, go to
www.globalgoals.org
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Pictured here with Veena, an Elected Woman Representative trained
by The Hunger Project in India.

Since I joined The Hunger Project Australia
as CEO in April 2016, I have felt so
welcomed by all of you. I  have  had the
privilege of connecting with many of
you in our Global Investor community
either in person or on the phone, and have
been inspired by your commitment to
ending hunger and your expression of that
commitment through your investment in
our work. Likewise, I have had the amazing
opportunity to meet our village partners in
Ghana and India this year.
These have been some of the most incredible
experiences of my life. I have met so many
empowered, strong and determined people
who have not only ended their own hunger
and poverty but are sending their daughters
all the way through high school and even
to university. This has absolutely cemented
for me the belief that  The Hunger Project
is an incredible organisation. The courage,
persistence and resilience of our village
partners in the face of daily resistance and
obstacles reveals so much about what we
can learn from them and apply to our own
journey to end hunger.
One woman I met, Veena, is an Elected
Woman Representative in a small rural
village in Udaipur, India. The moment I met
her, I was immediately drawn to her serene,
confident and determined energy. She has

LETTER FROM
OUR CEO,
MELANIE
NODEN

achieved an incredible amount despite being
only 23 years of age and a member of the
‘backward’ caste. When I asked her what her
number one challenge was, she said initially
her biggest hindrance to achieving any work
as an elected woman was that she lacked
awareness and knowledge about how local
government worked. She said The Hunger
Project’s training made a big difference to her
ability to do her work - and as a result she has
successfully lobbied the government on 6
major development projects: 1) constructing
300 toilets - now her community is “open
defecation-free”; 2) laying a system of
pipelines and installing a water tank;
3) installing a 22kw electricity grid to bring
electricity to houses; 4) installing solar power
lights along the streets to keep women safe
at night; 5) passing a declaration to end child
marriage - she went door to door talking to
people to make this happen and no child
had been married in the last 2 years; and
6) filling 5 vacant teacher positions, which
allowed 220 students - including many girls to come back into the public school system.
I have no doubt that Veena will continue
to transform her community and make a
profound impact on their lives. Your collective
investment in 2016 has empowered Veena
and many other women and men like her
globally.

Combined, the numbers and case studies
within this report tell a powerful story of
the transformation that is possible when
we pool our resources and become leaders
for a new future free from hunger. I’d like
to thank each one of you for directing
your resources - finances, time, energy and
love - to be part of the solution to the end
of hunger. You are a member of a global
family of like-minded people who cannot
stand by while hunger exists. On behalf of
my colleagues in Australia and globally, and
our village partners, thank you for being
extraordinary.
For those I have not yet had the chance to
meet, I hope that we will connect in 2017.
I look forward to hearing from you, and
sharing with you updates about the impact
of your investment as we make further
progress together in achieving our aim of
ending hunger by 2030. You are welcome
to connect at any time on melanie.noden@
thp.org or (02) 9222 9088.
Warm regards,

Melanie Noden, CEO
The Hunger Project Australia
Global Investor Report 2016
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THE IMPACT
OF YOUR
INVESTMENT
IN 2016

Your investment is a powerful catalyst for social and economic transformation
across Africa, India and Bangladesh. Your money and leadership, combined with
that from other Global Investors in Australia and worldwide, enables our village
partners to end their own hunger. You give your resources so that they can
have the tools and skills they need to take control of their futures. The positive
outputs shown here reflect the power of Australian investment in The Hunger
Project’s work around the world this year.

1

Elected Women Representatives in India
participated in Federation meetings where
they used their collective power to fight
for change.*

93
5,

2,157

Women trained in
how to leverage their
microfinance loans to
build a financially stable
future for their families.

6,094
19,835

Children vaccinated against deadly
but entirely preventable diseases.
6
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Women and men trained to feed
themselves and their families more
nutritious food.

6,345

Participants in Women’s
Empowerment
workshops in Africa
where communities came
together to discuss the
benefits for all when
women are empowered.

Farmers trained in modern farming
and agriculture methods.

Adult and youth participants
in Vision, Commitment,
Action workshops in Africa
and Bangladesh, who identified
critical development needs in
their area and made action plans
to address them.

11,717

5
1
,
5
9
4

Participants who learned about
issues like stopping domestic
violence and child marriage via
courtyard meetings (close to
people’s homes) in Bangladesh.

9,274

Partners were trained in HIV and gender
inequality-related issues in Africa, to
prevent the spread of HIV, encourage
people to get tested and treated, and to
eradicate the stigma attached to it.

The outputs shown here were achieved between January and June 2016.
*These outputs were achieved between January and September 2016.

21,767
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SUSTAINABLE
SELF-RELIANCE

Our transformational work is at a critical juncture in 2016: the
first 6 Hunger Project Epicentre communities in Africa have
declared themselves self-reliant. The visionary commitment of our
investors globally has enabled these communities to reach this
historic milestone that will have a lasting impact for generations
to come. It is testament to the leadership and partnership of
Australian underwriters and investors through their sustained
investment over many years, that 3 of these 6 Epicentres (Champiti
and Ligowe in Malawi, and Kiruhura in Uganda) are underwritten
by Australian investors, some since the very beginning of their
journey to self-reliance.
In particular, we acknowledge the following investors for their
partnership with, and investment in, these communities that have
successfully achieved the targets they set for self-reliance:
• Eureka Benevolent Foundation;
• The WA consortium of investors led by Eve Howell;
• The Whitbread Foundation; and
• The Cranlana group of investors.
Representatives from these investor groups have been or will bear
witness to the Epicentre celebrations marking self-reliance.
This is an exciting and momentous occasion for us all – to see how
our partnership has enabled our village partners to overcome huge
obstacles to demonstrate that they are fully able to perpetuate,
sustain and enhance the work The Hunger Project has begun –
and we anticipate that the communities will go on to flourish,
independent of The Hunger Project.
While we have always believed in our model, and the importance
and effectiveness of placing people and communities in the
driving seat of their own development, we are now able to show
unequivocally that The Hunger Project’s Epicentre Strategy
in Africa works and is both replicable and scalable. We are
committed to having many more Epicentres become self-reliant
in the immediate future.

WHAT DOES SELF-RELIANCE MEAN?
Clusters of villages where community members are confident
and have the capacity and skills to act as agents of their own
development, as evidenced by the presence of:
1) Mobilised rural communities that continuously set
and achieve their own development goals;
2) Empowered women and girls in rural communities;
3) Improved access to safe drinking water and sanitation
facilities in rural communities;
4) Improved literacy and education in rural communities;
5) Reduced prevalence of hunger and malnutrition in rural
communities, especially for women and children;
6) Improved access to and use of health resources in
rural communities;
7) Reduced incidence of poverty in rural communities; and
8) Improved land productivity and climate resilience
of smallholder farmers.
An Epicentre is considered to be self-reliant when the
community shows demonstrated progress in the 8 goals
of The Hunger Project’s Epicentre Strategy (see right),
and has secured a land deed and been legally recognised
as a Community Development Organisation.

Above Photos: Ralf Bodelier.
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HIGHLIGHTS
OF
SELF-RELIANCE

100%

of births are
attended by a
licensed health
professional

75%

We conduct regular outcome evaluations at
Hunger Project Epicentres to collect and
compare data in a rigorous and systematic
way. These evaluations help us see change
in behaviour and attitudes over time. In
particular, they are essential in determining
whether a community has achieved the
targets they’ve set for reaching self-reliance.

decrease
in extreme
poverty

The results shown here reflect outcomes
achieved in the Champiti, Ligowe and
Kiruhura communities, demonstrating
the incredible progress they have made in
ending their own hunger.
Photo: Ivan Barros.

100%

of households
drink
clean water

95%

of households
have at least
one literate
member

65%

increase in
people aware
of their
HIV status

83%

of children
attending
school

Photo: Ivan Barros.
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SELF-RELIANT
PARTNERS

DENNIS
DENGA,
MALAWI
“Before partnering with The Hunger Project, I would
find small jobs in exchange for food, often falling
asleep without eating, and needing to beg for food.
We thought that this was our lot in life. I am now
transformed because of The Hunger Project: my
wife Bernadeta and I are now the proud owners of a
village grocery shop; I chair the Champiti Epicentre in
Malawi; and we are able to feed our son 3 times a day.
He has never slept on an empty stomach. All that we
have built in the community, is built to last.”
Champiti Epicentre chairperson.

VICTORIA
AGYEMANG,
GHANA
“Being able to give my children the education
they wanted and served has given them what I
missed in my life. My message to all is that:
no one is too poor to develop.”
Partner from Atuobikrom Epicentre in Ghana that
reached self-reliance in 2016. She is a mobiliser, an
entrepreneur and a leader in her community.
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ROSE,
GHANA
“Through my work with The Hunger Project,
I’ve concluded that everybody must have a vision.
Because without one, you won’t get anywhere. The
Hunger Project has taught me to make a vision for
myself and work towards that vision, and that has
changed my life.”
Partner from Darmang Epicentre, Ghana.

LOOKING FORWARD
The following Epicentre communities that are
Australian-funded are expected to reach the targets
they’ve set for self-reliance by the end of 2017:
Ndereppe Epicentre, Senegal (Investor Consortium led
by Gary Ward)
Boulkon Epicentre, Burkina Faso (Petre Foundation)
Matsekope Epicentre, Ghana (Morris Family Foundation)
Chokwe Epicentre, Mozambique (Investor Consortium
led by Bruce Beeren)

Photo: Ivan Barros.
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OUR
VILLAGE
PARTNERS
RUKMANI,
INDIA
“When I was first elected to local council, I turned
up to meetings and was made to sit on the dirt floor
instead of on a chair like everyone else - just for
being a woman. I was humiliated. With training from
The Hunger Project I was able to persist in fighting
the discrimination against me so that I could get my
job done. Now, I am confident in my work, and I’m
focused on supporting the most vulnerable women in
my community, single mothers and pensioners.”

LAIJU,
BANGLADESH

“Before being trained by The Hunger
Project, I felt powerless and didn’t have any
voice in the community. I married young but
then raised my son alone. Without a husband,
I had no options or security. Since then, my
life has transformed: I feel empowered and
confident to take action. I want the future to
be different for other girls; I have stopped
25-30 child marriages in my village.”
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ROSINA,
GHANA
“At first, while I was pregnant, when we went
to the farm, I carried heavy loads to the house.
On my arrival I was supposed to cook and do other
household chores while my husband did nothing.
Now it is not so. We can boldly say that because
of [The Hunger Project] it is not only partnership
in decision making that has increased but also
partnership in performing household chores.”

MARY,
MALAWI
“I used to have no way to pay to send my 5
children to school. I took out loans from regular
banks at 100% interest just to cover our family’s
basic needs but I could never get ahead. When
The Hunger Project came to my village, I was
skeptical about the microfinance loans with low
interest. Now, I have taken out many loans and
am able to repay them all. I have bought goats
and pigs, I buy and sell fish, and sell fried fish
and fritters. My business is thriving and so now
I am able to send all my children to school.”

Pictured here with Edina (left), THP-Malawi Microfinance Program Officer.

Global Investor Report 2016
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OUR
GLOBAL
INVESTOR
COMMUNITY
Pictured here with Cathy Burke, Global Leader of Partnerships.

GITA BELLIN,
FORTITUDE
FOUNDATION
“I am very encouraged by all the work of The Hunger
Project. When I set up Fortitude Foundation, my
vision was to serve women and children in poverty
across the world. I can see the enormous impact of our
investment in Bangladesh to date, and I look forward
to expanding our investment to Africa too. It pleases
me to know that in some small way my life has made it
possible for others less fortunate than myself to find
courage, clarity and the ability to transform their lives.”
Investor since 2011

NIKKI MORRIS,
MORRIS
FAMILY
FOUNDATION
“The Morris Family Foundation board was happy
with our investment in 2015 and the reporting and
monitoring you have supplied to us. We are confident
that our 2017 grant will help The Hunger Project
support the Matsekope Epicentre community to
reach their targets for self-reliance.”
Investor since 2015
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JACKI
OLIVER
“My ability to raise $10,000 for The Hunger Project
Australia has transformed my belief in myself away
from feeling helpless and small to feeling empowered
and capable of anything.  This has been an amazing
experience in having faith that I can reach my goal and
being willing to show up, do the work and persevere,
reminding myself of the number of lives this
impacts…not just the impact of the money raised in
support of our global family in countries like Uganda
and India but also here in my community.
I modelled incredible lessons for my children about
striving for something important and I planted the
seeds of this great work in the minds and hearts of
many people.  I can’t believe I got here, but here I
am…on my way to Uganda to learn from people
how this innovative approach is transforming
their lives too! ”
2030 Leaders Program Tripper 2016

CAMERON
O’REILLY
“My overall impression was that this was a
very committed group of community leaders
who feel transformed and liberated by The
Hunger Project Epicentre experience. It was
inspiring to hear their individual stories and
how much it has meant to each of them and
has changed their lives.
For me, it totally validated and vindicated my
decision to support this project and I was so
pleased my wife and girls were there to see
first hand how the Epicentre works and the
powerful impact it has had on thousands of
lives. Needless to say, I am very proud to be
involved with The Hunger Project.”

Pictured here with his family at the inauguration of Dasso Epicentre, Benin.

Investor since 2013
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CYAN
TA’EED
“I love The Hunger Project’s philosophy
of education and empowerment. We had a family
meeting and while I found it impossible to choose
between which Hunger Project programs to support,
our five year old was passionate about supporting the
1,000 Days program for nutrition for babies and their
mothers, so we will be going with that this year. I’m
really excited about it!”
Investor since 2016

JAYSON
OATES
“What I like about The Hunger Project is that
locals lead others in changing their mindsets with
regard to how they can take charge of their own
futures. It wasn’t an easy decision to put the car
I had owned for over 20 years up for auction but I went ahead because I knew the impact that
the money would have on other people’s lives.”
Investor since 2016

Pictured here with the Facel Vega car he sold for The Hunger Project.
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“OUR VISION IS A WORLD

WHERE EVERY WOMAN,
MAN AND CHILD LEADS
A HEALTHY, FULFILLING
LIFE OF SELF-RELIANCE
AND DIGNITY ”

THANK YOU
FOR BEING
A GLOBAL
INVESTOR

As a Global Investor, you are connected to
communities around the world that have a shared
goal of ending hunger by 2030. Your collective
investment in humanity unlocks the leadership,
creativity and capacity of our village partners, and
gives them the resources and knowledge to end their
own hunger. Your investment also shapes the world
that you live in, and the world that the next
generation is living into. Thank you for your
leadership and commitment to turn our vision of a
world free from hunger into reality by 2030.
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Village partners in an Epicentre preschool. Photo: Ralf Bodelier.
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The Hunger Project Relief Fund is endorsed as
a Deductible Gift Recipient with the Australian
Tax Office.  Monetary gifts of $2 or more
are tax deductible.

The Hunger Project Australia is a proud member
of Australia Council for International Development
(ACFID). ACFID is the peak Council for Australian
not-for-profit aid and development organisations
working to attain a world where gross inequality and
extreme poverty are eradicated.
The Hunger Project has been awarded the highest
possible 4-star rating by Charity Navigator, the
leading independent charity evaluator, which
compares and rates leading charities based on their
performance and accountability.

The Hunger Project Australia has a complaints handling
procedure in place. Please direct any complaints to our
Chief Operating Officer on (02) 9222 9088
or complaints@thp.org
We are also a signatory to the ACFID
Code of Conduct which is a voluntary
self-regulatory sector code of good practice.
Information about how to make a complaint to ACFID
can be found at www.acfid.asn.au
Copyright © 2016 All material contained
in this Global Investor Report is subject
to copyright owned by or licensed
to The Hunger Project Australia.
All rights reserved.
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www.thp.org.au
+61 (0)2 9222 9088
ABN 45 002 569 271

#EndingHungerBy2030
The Hunger Project Australia
@thehungerprojectau
@thpaustralia
You
Tube

THPAustralia

in

The Hunger Project Australia

