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191,500
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health services
in Africa

in child marriage*
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income generating
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in the prevalence
of diarrheal disease
in children under five*

people in 43 self-reliant
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in Africa
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Safe Schools For Girls
program in Bangladesh
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women’s empowerment
in Africa
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A letter
from our CEO.

Dear Global Investors,
Thank you for another great year of co-creation, shared
learning and growth, and meaningful impact on the end
of hunger. I experienced so many of you seizing
opportunities to create a great outcome in what was
for many of us a tough year for business. The preliminary
results show that in partnership we achieved the second
highest revenue in our history (just shy of 2018 revenue)
enabling us to send the greatest amount ever – $4.212M
– to The Hunger Project’s Program Countries. Our impact
was most significant in India, Bangladesh, Malawi,
Senegal, Uganda, Zambia, Ghana, Benin and Burkina Faso.
This truly is cause for celebration and reflection, given,
at the heart of it, this is what our individual and collective
efforts throughout the year are ultimately in service of.
The early onset of the fire season in 2019 gave us a glimpse
into what the first part of 2020 would bring. The bushfires
have been an incredible challenge for all of us and have
really focused our attention in Australia on the impact
of climate change. There has been a lot of discussion
about how we can do better on climate change as a
nation. I believe our focus in Australia needs to be on both
what we can do locally and what we can do as a developed
nation for other countries globally. Although a changing
climate affects everyone, it is the world’s poorest and
most vulnerable – especially women and girls – who bear
the brunt of it. We also know that advancing key areas of
equality can reduce emissions.
In this report, we showcase the impact achieved across all
areas of our work in 2019. In addition, we focus particularly
on what The Hunger Project is doing to enable our village
partners to develop resilience to the effects of climate change
such as prolonged droughts, unprecedented floods and
devastating famine. Climate resilience in this case looks like
increasing food storages, improving agricultural techniques
to improve crop yields and supporting our partners in other
ways to a more sustainable future.
2

The Hunger Project Australia

We also look in this report at how you, our Global
Investors, are taking action and investing in resilience
and sustainability, both here in Australia and through
our work around the world. I admire that so many
of you walk the talk and are making adjustments
in your own lives for a sustainable future for all.
What we didn’t have a glimpse of late last year was the
significant impact of COVID-19 on our lives. The theme
of resilience throughout this report is even more pertinent
now. 2020 will be another tough year for business
and for each of us personally. At times like these I look
to our village partners who have faced and overcome
many challenges. When we each believe in our own
power and shift our mindset from “I can’t to I can to
We can”, then we will rise above any obstacle before us.
I thank you in advance for your continued deep
commitment to global citizenship and your ongoing
connection and partnership with those who have no safety
net or reliable healthcare system, yet are ready and willing
to face seemingly insurmountable obstacles and lift their
communities out of hunger and poverty.
I am confident that in 2020 we will continue to build on
the results and outcomes we achieved together in 2019 however we will need to do so in bold, new and innovative
ways. Above all, it will take collaboration. I’m honoured
that you choose to invest in The Hunger Project
and I look forward to working with you in 2020.
Yours in ending hunger,

Melanie Noden
CEO
The Hunger Project Australia

Spotlight on Climate Resilience.
Due to climate change, levels of people living in hunger
have been rising since 2015. Understanding how the
climate affects the communities where we work is critical
to provide the resources and capacity-building needed to
better prepare the communities to respond to climate risks.
Climate-related events affect food availability in many
countries and contribute to the rise in food insecurity.
These events can limit food accessibility and availability
through a number of channels. Drought is especially
dangerous to communities as it diminishes livestock
and agricultural productivity.
Improving environmental and climate resilience
in rural communities is crucial to the end of chronic
hunger. Because of this, we have introduced a ninth
goal to our Epicentre Strategy in Africa - ‘Improve
Environmental and Climate Resilience in Rural
Communities’. This goal was created to address
the Sustainable Development Goal of ‘take urgent
action to combat climate change and its impacts’.

The main objectives of this program are to:
1.
Expand the community’s ability to cope,
adapt, and recover from environmental
threats and shocks
2.
Increase adoption of land-use practices
that mitigate climate change and diminish
its effects on households
3.
Increase the community’s use of resources
and techniques that reduce the impact
of climate change on households

The Hunger Project’s Climate Resilience Program.
Promote sustainable farming practices

Facilitate reforestation and tree-planting campaigns

At The Hunger Project Epicentres in Africa, our village
partners create community farms where the wider
community can learn composting, intercropping
and other methods to improve crop yields, restore
soil fertility and make the best use of scarce resources.

Throughout our Program Countries, trained village
partners establish tree nurseries to reforest their
communities and control soil erosion. These nurseries
can also become entrepreneurial village businesses,
supplying families with fruit trees that not only capture
carbon but also provide nutrition and income.

Increase access to sustainable agriculture technology
The Hunger Project provides training and credit,
mobilising people to adopt sustainable agricultural
technology and practices, and encouraging them
to demand agricultural extension services from
their government.
Raise awareness of and build capacity to adapt
to climate change
In India, The Hunger Project and its partners hold
workshops to build community capacity to exercise
leadership, take steps to reduce their vulnerability
and formulate strategies to mitigate climate change
risks. At the regional and international level, The Hunger
Project also advocates for the conservation of natural
resources, the mitigation of the harmful effects of
extractive industries, and the recovery and promotion
of traditional knowledge and technology that is highly
adaptable to changing climate conditions.

Global Investor Report 2019

Form Climate Committees
Along with training all of our Animators (local volunteer
leaders) on climate change in their communities, Climate
Committees are formed across Epicentre communities
in Africa. These committees are made up of at least 50%
women as well as youth participants who lead activities,
promote and create partnerships, support farmers
to adapt to changes and help produce and review
the communities’ action plans against climate change.
SO FAR THROUGH THE PROGRAM:

2,446 Animators have participated
in Climate Adaption workshops
58% of households are implementing
risk-reducing practices/actions to improve
resilience to climate change
41% of households are applying proper
waste management techniques

thp.org.au
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Mr. Henderson
Empowerment, Transformative
Leadership, Holistic Approach
We met Mr. Henderson on the Unlock
Leadership Immersion Program in Malawi
in November 2019.
Mr Henderson is 22 years old and is from Nsondole
Epicentre. After receiving training from an Animator
(local volunteer leader) trained by The Hunger Project,
Mr Henderson began planting seeds in his garden.
Now, he proudly grows beans, peas, Chinese vegetables
and tomatoes. Mr Henderson also sells the vegetables
his family doesn’t eat so that he can earn an income.

Mr Henderson pictured with his family
and below, his demonstration garden.

“I planted different varieties, so it gives my family
different nutrients. Now I don’t need to buy
vegetables from other people”, he said.
Mr. Henderson has also become a Nutrition Animator
because he is passionate about passing on what he learnt
to other community members, including how to grow your
own nutritious food and how to make compost manure.
Mr Henderson’s garden acts as a demonstration
for his neighbours and community so that they too can
transform their lives with a sustainable source of both
food and income.

The bad things that you fret about
are true. But it’s also true that since
modern humans emerged about
200,000 years ago, 2019 was probably
the year in which children were least
likely to die, adults were least likely
to be illiterate and people were least
likely to suffer excruciating and
disfiguring diseases. The proportion
of the world’s population living on
$2 (USD) a day or less has dropped
by more than 75 percent in less
than four decades.

It has never been more important to empower women
and girls around the world. UN agencies estimate that
80% of people displaced globally due to climate change
are women. They have been forced to move due
to inhospitable conditions, lack of resources,
or conflict resulting from water and food shortages.

— Nicholas Kristof,

The communities we partner with have proven their
resilience in the face of harsh conditions time and time
again and, equipped with the right tools, knowledge
and resources, they will continue to do so.

An excerpt from the New York Times,
‘This Has been the best year ever’, 2019.
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As an organisation, we will continue to start our
work by empowering women to build the potential
of communities to reshape our future. Empowering
women and girls in key areas such as family planning,
education and agriculture is necessary to reduce
population growth, build resilience, equip girls
with skills and increase crop and livestock yields.
With all of the issues the world currently faces it can
be easy to focus on the negative news, however, we
think it’s crucial to acknowledge the vast amount of
development in the world. A recent New York Times
article has reminded us of some of the positive outcomes
for the world, and for the end of hunger, in 2019.

Kaushalya Bisht
Sustainability, Interconnectedness,
Decentralisation
Kaushalya Bisht is an Elected Women Representative
from Uttarakhand, India, a remote region at the foothills
of the Himalayas. The Hunger Project worked with her
to develop the skills she needs to make change for her
community as a representative through our SWEEP
program (Strengthening Women’s Empowerment
through Electoral Processes). As part of this program,
The Hunger Project trains Elected Women to read, write,
speak and lead the political agenda to improve education,
health, and nutrition in their villages.
Uttarakhand is the only state in India where village
communities come together to protect and nurture
their forests by forming forest councils. The forests
are a lifeline for women. They provide wood for them
to build their houses, dry wood for fires and fodder
for their cattle. Ensuring the sustainability of the forests
is crucial for survival in the village.
However, in Kaushalya’s village, they hadn’t held
elections for the forest council in 15 years.

“We formed a collective of 30 women and decided
to revive the forest elections,” Kaushalya said.
“My team of women patrolled the forests.
We didn’t allow anyone to cut down the trees.
Together, we planted 100,000 trees. We take
care of the forests like we do our own children.”

During her term as an Elected Women Representative,
Kaushalya made 45,000 kg of paddy seeds available
to the farmers and distributed 300 tree samplings
to encourage the people in her village to grow trees.
For the women in her village, 80% of their farms are
across the other side of the river, which means the
women have to walk a long distance to their farms.
Kaushalya secured the building of a bridge by taking
the matter to her village council. She also took action
to prevent soil erosion by building 11 check dams (small
dams built to reduce water flow velocity) by the river.

“I want my village to continue thriving.”
Kaushalya continues to shape a legacy of protecting
the environment and ensuring sustainable change
for future generations in her community.

TAKE ACTION
Reach out to our CEO, Melanie Noden
(melanie.noden@thp.org or PH +61 2 9222 9088),
to discuss investing in Climate Resilience projects.

Global Investor Report 2019
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Global Community Sustainable Projects.
Sustainability is a core focus of the holistic programs that The Hunger Project runs in each Program
Country. Ensuring that the environment continues to thrive to provide resources to communities
and enabling people with the skills and knowledge to best utilise their environment is crucial to
ending hunger for generations to come. Below, we highlight a few projects that were conducted
in 2019 that directly relate to Sustainable Development Goal #15, ‘Life on Land’.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 15
Protect, restore and promote sustainable
use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably
manage forests, combat desertification,
and halt and reverse land degradation
and halt biodiversity loss.

Remodeling the Epicentre
food bank into seed banks
in Uganda.

A collaboration with
African Parks – Protecting
wildlife in Malawi.

The Namayumba and Iganga
Epicentres in Uganda are in the
process of transforming into centres
for learning about agroecology
for sustainable agriculture.

Since 2011, The Hunger Project
and African Parks (a non-profit
conservation organisation) have
partnered to transform the lives
of people and protect wildlife
in the Majete Game Reserve,
Southern Malawi.

The food banks at both Epicentres
were remodeled into community
seed banks by changing the
ventilation system to allow for more
aeration, as well as installing shelves
and temperature regulation devices.
The community seed banks
(one pictured below) are also part
of a robust seed system for food
security. They protect and save
plant genetic diversity, which is
an important factor in enhancing
seed sovereignty. Farmers will be
expected to utilise the seed bank
to conserve their indigenous seed
varieties, as well as use them as
loans to obtain microcredit at the
Epicentre rural banks.
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For years, the wildlife in the area
had been decimated due to poaching
being a key means of survival.
Communities around Majete also
face huge environmental challenges
including dry spells and flooding,
impacting harvests, deforestation
and land degradation.
The partnership between
The Hunger Project and African
Parks has resulted in the
implementation of community
training initiatives including
reforestation projects, crop
diversification and raising
environmental awareness –
and stopping poaching activities.

“Through the work of The Hunger
Project in partnership with African
Parks Majete, with financial
support from Dioraphte
(a Dutch private Foundation),
the community near Majete Game
Reserve has demonstrated that
they are not only attaining effective
sustainable livelihoods, but also
taking responsibility to train others
– leading their communities to
a better future for all, in harmony
with our natural environment.
Through the Vision, Commitment,
and Action Workshops of The
Hunger Project, people’s mindsets
have been transformed. For
example, Jackson Chimangeni,
a former notorious convicted
poacher, has now transformed
his life and is an entrepreneur
and a conservation trainer.
Our work has now reached a total
of 46,800 people around the Majete
Game Reserve.”

Rowlands Kaotcha
The Hunger Project Global
Vice President and Southern
Africa Region Director

Reforestation and Tree Planting in Ethiopia.
In the Machakel region of northeastern Ethiopia,
the grass grows well and the hills are green during the
rainy season. However, there was also significant soil
erosion on the hills. Due to the erosion, deep channels
stripped of vegetation were worn into the otherwise green
landscape. Almost all of the native forest on the hills was
cut down and the soil depleted, resulting in crop failures
and food insecurity.
Since 2017, The Hunger Project Ethiopia and WeForest
have been working together to fight erosion in the area.
WeForest is an organisation that empowers communities
to sustainably advance and implement lasting solutions
to restore forest landscapes.
“Population pressure has increased. Large areas of forest
have been cut to create more agricultural land. As a result,
the soil isn’t retained as well. Because of climate change,
the rains are getting heavier — large areas of land simply
wash away,” says Dr. Aklilu, Forestry Expert at WeForest.
“WeForest has a lot of expertise about forest planting
and forest management. The Hunger Project is strong
in engaging and mobilising the community. This is
desperately needed, because we need action from
our village partners in the area. It is ultimately in the
interest of the people themselves that erosion is tackled,
and we want to achieve that together,” he says.

Our village partners in Machakel play a crucial role
in the collaboration, contributing with:
1. Land – they make communal land available
for forest planting, instead of grazing cattle
2. Time – they unite in committees, assist in planting
seedlings and protecting plants
3. Selection of trees – instead of planting popular,
exotic trees such as eucalyptus, they now plant
protected, native trees

The most important thing for me is that
we create a better living environment
for all of us and counteract the effects of climate
change. The children that I will probably have
[in the future], must also be able to live here”
– Gizachen Buyu, The Hunger Project village partner.
Now, grass has regrown to knee height and trees
have grown where erosion channels used to be.
The countryside has recovered.
AS OF DECEMBER 2019:
• Seedlings were grown in three nurseries in the region
• Our village partners formed 60 farmer committees
• 530 hectares of community land was made available
for forest and planting (where previously it had been
used for livestock grazing)
• More than 1 million trees have been planted
• Farmers have planted 735,000 fruit trees and fruitbearing shrubs on their own land, so that 270 hectares
of land is now used for agroforestry

Villagers in Machakel, Ethiopia
Global Investor Report 2019
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Global Community Sustainable Projects.
Fighting the effects of flooding
in Bangladesh.
The Bagerhat District in Bangladesh faces extreme
challenges due to climate change. In the region, 45%
of the people are dependent on agriculture. There are
low-lying rivers across the land, meaning flooding is more
common with rising sea levels. Flooding brings saltwater
further inland, which increases the salinity in the soil
and decreases crop yields. Farmers have to go further
afield to find viable soil. Women must move further
inland to go to the toilet, isolating them and putting
them at greater risk of attack. Because there aren’t toilets
in the fields, men use shared water sources as toilets,
contaminating the water used by the villagers with
human waste.

In this region, our village partners are undertaking several
activities to counteract the effects of climate change.
They are focusing on building hygienic facilities away from
shared water sources, strengthening the embankments,
protecting the soil from salt water, improving crop yields,
protecting shared water sources and increasing safety
for women. To increase crop yields and health, farmers
are also reducing the use of pesticides in their fertiliser.
In Bagerhat in 2019, 1,293 people attended courtyard
meetings about our WASH (Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene) program and hygienic practices, and
3,196 people took part in environmental campaigns.
Through their work in the Bagerhat district,
The Hunger Project Bangladesh has uncovered the
unforeseen ripple effect that one change in the climate
can have on communities, and how that community
can work together to put climate resilience into action.

TAKE ACTION
Reach out to the Head of Philanthropy,
Stephanie Tucker (stephanie.tucker@thp.org
or PH +61 2 9222 9088), to find out more about seeing
our work on the ground.

One of the many rivers in the Bagerhat district
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Our Global Investor Community.
The sustainable transformation our village partners are creating in their communities is only
possible with you, our community of engaged investors who believe in a world free from hunger.
We spoke to three of our Global Investors about why they choose to invest in sustainable change
with The Hunger Project.

Elliott Watkins
Founder, Muselk and Executive Director, Click Management
I like investing in The Hunger Project because I’d love to see a world that’s
self-sustainable, where we don’t have to apply band-aid solutions onto
problems as they arise but we create an environment where every community
can support itself - to be able to deal with issues as they arise.
The reason why I think The Hunger Project nails that so well is the focus on
visiting issues from the ground up. Through education, microfinancing and
many other programs, you can get to a point where the community can run
it all themselves.
There are a lot of issues in the world and there are a lot of different causes that you can support. Creating more
self-reliant, empowered communities is such a great way to have a larger impact in the grand scheme of things.
It’s all about creating long-term resilience.
Sustainability is so important to focus on because
if you look at every problem in the world, the quantity
is so crazy, you can never really make a dent. Empowering
communities to be able to support themselves in the
long run means that you can make really solid, meaningful
steps forward. You don’t have to keep revisiting issues.
It’s more meaningful than any kind of one-off aid.
It’s the ‘teach a man to fish’ versus the ‘give a man
a fish’ mentality, which I think is universally understood
to be a good way to go about things.

My role as a younger person is much more about
creating awareness. With our generation these days,
there’s so much going on - there’s new technology,
everything is moving, and the world is changing so quickly
that it’s very easy to lose sight and lose track of the
core, fundamental issues that have existed for decades.
Everyone knows that poverty is an issue but it’s more
about understanding the steps people can take to help.

Elliott Watkins, has personally
invested in The Hunger Project since
2014 and with his mother, Alison,
father, Rod and sister, Grace, since
2013. Elliott also visited Ethiopia
with The Hunger Project in 2009
with his father.

LEFT: Elliott in Ethiopia, 2009
Global Investor Report 2019
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My vision for the world is equity. People being equal to other people.
I want people to have the power that comes with knowing that they are
not so completely different from the rest of the population. That is what
really drives me and what I want to see in the world.
One part of poverty that distresses me the most is hunger, and malnutrition,
in particular. I did a degree in nutrition and that is what drew me to support
The Hunger Project.

Nina Genikis

You get the impression, that we as the human race, are racing towards the cliff
edge and not particularly caring about it. When people like Greta Thunberg get
upset about the generations ahead of her - my generation - I can completely
understand it because we are treating the world like the future doesn’t matter.
The focus is on the present and our ability to extract as much out of this world
as we can. It’s so important to focus on the future we are creating for ourselves
and others.

DXC Technology

One of the main reasons why I signed up for the Uganda Leadership
Immersion Program in 2016 was actually because of the leadership
aspect of The Hunger Project’s work. This is no ordinary charity.
It’s about self-empowerment and understanding who you are
and what you want to get out of life.

Nina Genikis has invested
in The Hunger Project
since 2015.

The success stories we saw in Uganda were truly amazing. I remember meeting
an older lady who was living near a primary school. She had created that school
with her own savings and her son was the Headmaster. She invested her savings
into the school to support her community and it had grown into something that
was really sizeable. She was educating and nourishing the entire community
in a sustainable way.”

Business Operations Manager,

My vision for the world is a greater level of peace overall; specifically,
for The Hunger Project - to achieve the goal of eliminating chronic,
persistent hunger.
My interest in The Hunger Project goes back to when I was 14 years of age.
I picked up a magazine at the bus station here in Perth. In those days you
saw famine, particularly in Biafra, the region in Nigeria. I could not understand
that there’s enough food production in the world and where there was not
sufficient distribution, people would needlessly suffer.
Back in those days, there was probably three billion people in the world,
now it’s more than seven billion people, so that’s where my motivation initially
came from. I could not understand how people could turn a blind eye to that
type of unnecessary suffering.

George Phillipos
Investment and Financial
Adviser

George Phillipos has
invested in The Hunger
Project since 1985.
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I invest in The Hunger Project because it is more focused on getting to the
root causes of chronic, persistent hunger than any group I know. I appreciate
the unique Epicentre Strategy, the wonderful people The Hunger Project works
with, how they source investors and work with integrity, honesty and inclusivity.
I really value the work The Hunger Project is doing. It’s our humanity - you have
to help lift every human being up.
Sustainability is very important. If you find a solution to something, you don’t
want to go back and do it all over again. The Hunger Project is uniquely focused
on that. Educating people is one of the most sustainable things that we can do.
In Grade 7, there was a chart on the wall of my Primary School classroom and
I will never forget the words it said: ‘Education is the key’. To lift people out of
chronic hunger and poverty, education is the key.

Decjuba has invested $1 million in the end of hunger.
Decjuba has reached the incredible
milestone of investing $1 million
in The Hunger Project over the past
five years. This result is testament to
the visionary leadership of CEO Tania
Austin, combined with the creativity
and commitment of Team Decjuba
alongside the wonderful generosity
of Decjuba customers.

To date, 7.606 million lives have been reached through
the Decjuba partnership – forever transforming their
future and their families’ future for generations to come.
We are looking forward to continuing our partnership
with the incredible Decjuba team to create further
sustainable change in communities, in particular
for the Mpigi and Oruka Epicentre communities
in Uganda, that they are funding through
to Self-Reliance.

TOP: Tania Austin and the Decjuba team planting trees in Uganda. BOTTOM MIDDLE: Tania Austin and Melanie Noden
with The Hunger Project Uganda Country Director, Daisy Owomugasho.
Oruka is funded in partnership with the Petre Foundation.
Global Investor Report 2019
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Self-reliant Epicentre communities.
AUSTRALIAN–FUNDED EPICENTRES THAT HAVE REACHED SELF-RELIANCE

BOULKON Burkina Faso

BOUGUE Burkina Faso

CHAMPITI Malawi

CHOKWE Mozambique

KIRUHURA Uganda

MBALE Uganda

LIGOWE Malawi

SANAR Senegal

DOME-ACHIANSA Ghana

WURIB Ethiopia

MATSEKOPE Ghana

COKI Senegal

MPINGO Malawi

PONPONYAH* Ghana

2016 The Petre Foundation

2016 Eureka Benevolent Foundation
2016 Whitbread Foundation and Investor Consortium
2016 Eve Howell and Investor Consortium
2017 SWOTT Investor Group

2017 Morris Family Foundation
2017 Eureka Benevolent Foundation

NDEREPPE Senegal

2018 Victoria Investor Consortium
2018 The Beeren Foundation and Investor Consortium
2018 Colin Tate, Conexus Financial and Investor Consortium
2018 April Jorgensen and Investor Consortium
2018 The Beeren Foundation and Investor Consortium
2019 Robert and Nada Wentzel and Investor Consortium
2019 The Beeren Foundation and Investor Consortium
* Pending results of final evaluations

2017 Gary Ward and Investor Consortium

Enabling self-reliant communities.
Active Epicentre communities.
AUSTRALIAN–FUNDED EPICENTRES THAT ARE ON THE PATH TO SELF-RELIANCE

KACHINDAMOTO Malawi

ADONKWANTA Ghana

NCHALO Malawi

BULAMAGI Uganda

2020 Western Australia Investor Consortium
2020 Human Kind Project

MPIGI Uganda

2020 Decjuba and The Whitler Philanthropy Fund

2022 Victoria Investor Consortium
2022 Reemst George Endowment, Gregory Drumm,
Angela Whitbread and Macquarie Group Foundation

KENSHUNGA Uganda

DASSO Benin

2022 Macourt Family Foundation

LAHOTAN Benin

2023 Patter Family Foundation

EHIAMANKYENE Ghana

2025 Eureka Benevolent Foundation

NSONDOLE Malawi

2026 The Petre Foundation and Decjuba

2021 Cameron O’Reilly
2021 Nicholas and Helen Moore
2021 Hey Tiger

MLAWE Zambia
PEMBA Malawi

ORUKA Uganda

2021 Nsondole Investor Consortium
Dates listed above are expected dates of Self-Reliance however they may change.
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Celebrating Self-Reliance in Uganda.

Colin Tate at the Mbale Self-Reliance celebration.

A group of investors, including lead investor
Colin Tate, another investor Gary Hardwick,
and some of their family and close friends,
travelled to the Mbale Epicentre community,
Uganda, in November to join the community’s
celebration for reaching the critical milestone
of Self-Reliance.
The celebration was attended by over
5,000 community partners, local government
authorities, Australian investors and
The Hunger Project representatives
from Australia and Uganda.
The Mbale Epicentre community achieved
outstanding results in their journey to SelfReliance. The outcome evaluation showed
the following:
94% of households live free from severe hunger
100% of women visit health facilities during
their pregnancy
92% of households have at least one literate
person

To mark the occasion, there was lots of music
and dancing — a very important gesture
of love, unity and achievement in the local
Bamasaba tradition.
THANK YOU TO OUR MBALE EPICENTRE INVESTORS:

Colin Tate & Matt
Fatches
Conexus Financial
Sean Linkson
Gary Hardwick
Paul Dravet
Stephen Stubbs
Stephen Kotkin
Josh Rogers
Robert Bryant
Janette McDonald

Trista Brohier
Damien Mu
Kevin O’Sullivan
Richard Brandweiner
Con Michalakis
Jack McCartney
Sean McCormack
Sam Sicilia
Amanda Field
Ross Kent

TAKE ACTION

93% of farmers use improved inputs such as
seeds and fertiliser

Reach out to our CEO, Melanie Noden (melanie.noden
@thp.org or PH +61 2 9222 9088), to discuss investing
in one of our Epicentre communities.

Global Investor Report 2019
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Sustainability in Action Oruka Borehole.
In partnership with the Petre Foundation and Drop in the Bucket.
Oruka is a community located in the Nwoya district of
Uganda. The people living in Nwoya district face ongoing
challenges of water-deprivation. As a result of continual,
prolonged dry seasons, reliable access to clean water
is difficult throughout the year. Children and women
often travel long distances to access water. According
to the 2014 census, 55% of households in the district
do not have access to safe water. 98% of the community
are also engaged in subsistence farming that required
access to a reliable and sustainable water supply.

The key objectives of the Oruka Borehole project were to:

During a visit in 2019 to Oruka to witness the beginning
of The Hunger Project’s Epicentre journey (funded
in partnership by the Petre Foundation and Decjuba),
Daniel and Grace Petre witnessed a community with
no local access to clean, safe water. It was their vision
to ensure that all 15 communities in the Nwoya District
surrounding the Oruka Epicentre would have sustainable
access to a clean water supply. Daniel introduced The
Hunger Project to the drilling expertise of Drop in the
Bucket and generously offered to fund the entire borehole
project through the Petre Foundation. In partnership,
the Petre Foundation, Drop in the Bucket and The Hunger
Project worked to ensure that all 15 communities have
sustainable access to a clean water supply.

✓ Conduct hygiene promotion trainings in all 15 locations.

14

The Hunger Project Australia

✓ P
 rovide improved water sources to 15 communities
in the Nwoya District.
✓ D
 rill one production borehole fitted with a solar
pump and 20,000-litre water tank for the water
to be distributed via a piped network to tap stands
at the Epicentre Health centre, Community Hall
(once constructed) and Demonstration Gardens.

✓ E
 nhance the capacity of water users by training water
management committees for each of the sites, to learn
strategies for management of the water point, conflict
resolution, finance and bookkeeping, basic operation
and maintenance.
✓ T
 rain five local pump mechanics to do repairs
on the water points and ensure sustainability.

Community Impact.
The average distance walked to fetch
water before this project was implemented
was 3 kilometres. Since the construction
of the boreholes, the average distance
had been reduced to an average of 105
metres and the time taken to collect water
has decreased from more than 2 hours
to less than 30 minutes.

This project is expected to have a tremendous impact
on the communities at Oruka, considering the previously
absent access to clean water to the village partners.
These boreholes will reduce the distance of travelling
more than 2kms to fetch water and save time that can
be used for other activities, such as young girls attending
school. The short distance will also help young girls
minimise the dangers of assault and harassment
which they previously faced walking long distances
along isolated paths to collect water. The accessibility
to clean water will also reduce the prevalence of waterborne diseases.

92% of the borehole users have attended
a Water, Sanitation and Health (WASH)
training conducted by The Hunger Project
and Drop in the Bucket.

To understand the impact of the project in the community,
a questionnaire was distributed and completed by 44
village partners. The findings were:

About 30% reported on improvements
in their health where they are no longer
facing water-related sicknesses. It is
expected that over time, this number
will improve significantly as broader
impact can be observed over a longer
period of time.

All the interviewed respondents (100%)
acknowledged the borehole to be very
important to them.
About 90% of the people who come to
collect water are women and children.

Global Investor Report 2019
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Community Participation.
To promote long-term sustainability, Drop in the Bucket
and The Hunger Project Uganda engaged local stakeholders
and communities in the process from the beginning.
This is expected to bring about a sense of ownership of the water
points. Once the drilling was completed, the communities were
encouraged to participate by fencing and protecting the boreholes.
The communities also provided local materials and security
for the drilling equipment during the drilling process. A Borehole
Committee has been elected in every village. This committee
is crucial, as it is responsible for the long-term care of the
boreholes and collaborates with other teams trained by The Hunger
Project Uganda to bring continued development to the community
through Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) intervention
programs. The committee is composed of 15 local community
members, and at least 50% of positions are held by women.

Making a Difference.
By investing in the Borehole Project at Oruka Epicentre, the Petre
Foundation has made a difference in the lives of countless village
partners at the Epicentre. Access to clean water goes a long way
in ending hunger and poverty at Oruka.

TAKE ACTION
Reach out to the Head of Philanthropy, Stephanie Tucker
(stephanie.tucker@thp.org or PH +61 2 9222 9088),
to discuss investing in a particular project.
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Anna and Andrew Baird with our village partners in Malawi

Sustainability in Action Bared Footwear.
Bared Footwear was founded in 2008 by Melbourne-based podiatrist, Anna Baird, who tells us below
how their partnership with The Hunger Project continues to focus on creating sustainable change globally.
After their experience on the Unlock Leadership Program in Malawi, Anna and her husband, Andrew,
committed to leading a consortium of investors to fund the Nsondole community to Self-Reliance.
I was first introduced to The Hunger Project twelve
months ago by a friend who is a huge advocate of
The Hunger Project’s work. My decision to support them
was an easy one. They were clearly doing good work,
and Bared was in a position to help.
We initially committed to donating a percentage of
our shoes sales over a one-month period to The Hunger
Project. From 28 May 2019 (World Hunger Day) until
the end of June, a portion of every full-priced shoe
sold was donated to The Hunger Project. After a busy
month, we donated $40,000 to kickstart our journey
with The Hunger Project.
I loved that we were supporting a community in Africa,
but I had underestimated how enthusiastic my team
would be about our involvement. I shouldn’t have been
surprised – our staff are the best kind of human beings –
but it was fantastic to see them all really get behind it.
I wanted to be able to speak with real understanding
and authority when asked why we chose to support
this particular organisation, so my husband Andrew
and I made the trip to Malawi on the 2019 Unlock
Leadership Immersion Program.
We have all heard hard-to-fathom statistics before,
and it really wasn’t until I witnessed the desperation with
my own eyes that I had even a sense of comprehension.

If the money is spent in the right place, you can change
millions of people’s lives in a sustainable way, not through
handouts but through life-changing skills.
You can’t run a business thinking you are going to
make money and not care about anything else anymore.
I think those days, thankfully, are well and truly gone.
I knew that, if we could leverage our social media
platform, we could make a difference far beyond
selling shoes.
I think it’s a powerful thing for a brand to be able
to give back and work with its customers in a really
positive way. It’s a total no-brainer that any business
should have more than one purpose.
At Bared, we also recognise that the fashion industry
is the world’s second most polluting industry and are
committed to being part of the solution. Our ultimate goal
is for none of our shoes to reach landfill and we encourage
our customers to recycle their shoes. We are also working
to minimise Bared Footwear’s global footprint by reducing
plastic and coffee cup use, using only recyclable or
reusable packaging and sourcing eco-friendly materials.
Bared is committed to supporting The Hunger Project
into the future. Keep an eye out for future collaborations
and more updates about how Bared is working with
The Hunger Project to help eliminate hunger.
– Anna Baird Founder Bared Footwear

TAKE ACTION
Reach out to the Head of Communications and Partnerships, Tara Donnelly (tara.donnelly@thp.org
or PH +61 2 9222 9088), if your business would like to make an impact in the end of hunger.
Global Investor Report 2019
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Looking Forward
Opportunities to Create Sustainable Change.
Every year, in conversation with our leaders
and colleagues in our Program Countries
and at Global Office, we select the top priorities
for partnership and investment that we
will take on in the Australian community.

We are committed to choosing the highest
leverage actions and to create meaningful
and impactful opportunities for you to play
a role in ending hunger. Using this process,
in 2020, we have identified three key areas
in which you, our Australian community,
can make a difference. These are: Bangladesh,
Senegal and India. You can read more
about why these areas have been identified
as key priorities for the year ahead below.

The best way
to create change
is to be the
example.
Dr. Badiul Majumdar,
Country Director,
The Hunger Project
Bangladesh

Transforming whole communities in Bangladesh.
The Hunger Project Bangladesh Country Director,
Dr. Badiul Majumdar, toured Australia in September
2019 and met with and spoke to many of you.
As a result of his visit, Australian investors committed
an extraordinary $200,000 to the highest priority area
for us in Bangladesh: Dumuria.
The Dumuria community faces a number of difficult
challenges. For example, 57% of the population is illiterate
and 70% of girls are married off before they turn 18.
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The Hunger Project Australia team has committed
to our Bangladeshi colleagues that we will secure
Australian partners to fund the work in 14 local
council areas (called ‘unions’) in Dumuria over
3 years, reaching 350,000 people.
We’re delighted that so far various people and businesses
here in Australia have pledged to cover 7 of the 14 areas.
To deliver our life-changing programs in one local council
area in Dumuria, reaching approximately 20,000 – 25,000
people, costs AU$35,000 per year.

Reaching Self-Reliance in Senegal.
The Hunger Project Senegal team is proud that five
Epicentre communities in their country have reached
the historic milestone of Self-Reliance. The evidence
is clear that these communities have completely
transformed ‘the way things are’ – 97% of the population
are now using a basic drinking-water source
and the prevalence of severe hunger has been reduced
to under 1.5% across all Epicentre communities.

Included in this cohort are two Epicentre communities
whose journey was funded by Australian investors:
Coki and Sanar. They both reached Self-Reliance in 2019,
and successfully made a significant difference to the
levels of hunger faced by their people: severe hunger
has been reduced to under 1% in both communities.
We now turn our attention to another two
communities, Mpal (23,000 people) and Dahra
(44,000 people). They are both deemed high priorities
by The Hunger Project Senegal team and require
Australian partnership and investment in order to
propel themselves forward towards Self-Reliance.

Empowering recently Elected Women in India.
Our Australian community of investors has a great
affinity and close history with the work we do in India,
empowering and training Elected Women to become
respected, effective community leaders. We are proud
that to date, 191,500 Elected Women have been trained
by The Hunger Project. We also celebrate the tangible
results catalysed by these women. In just one year, the
9,130 Elected Women trained by The Hunger Project
across 1,779 local council areas achieved the following:
70,000 girls enrolled in school, 5,000 toilets constructed,
and 1,500 health centres monitored — reaching 300,000
community members.

The Hunger Project India team has nominated the
newest cohort of Elected Women Representatives
in the state of Rajasthan as their highest priority
for the Australian community. 2020 marks the first
year of a 5-year tenure for a cohort of 219 Elected
Women in Rajasthan, who collectively reach more
than 760,000 people.
Through partnering with these women as they start to
navigate their leadership role, we can enable communitywide shifts to be sparked, with a ripple effect to the most
vulnerable groups in society such as young girls and
elderly widows.

TAKE ACTION
Reach out to our CEO, Melanie Noden (melanie.noden@thp.org or PH +61 2 9222 9088),
to find out more about how you can play a role in the end of hunger in Bangladesh, Senegal, or India.
Global Investor Report 2019
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Thank you for being a Global Investor.
Thank you for being a part of our community and for your incredible commitment to our
vision of a world where people lead healthy, fulfilling lives of Self-Reliance and dignity.
Addressing the issue of hunger holistically, and in a sustainable way, is more crucial
than ever. We know that our approach, along with the incredible resilience, courage and
determination of our village partners, will create a better future for everyone, a future free
from chronic hunger and all the factors that exacerbate it. Your investment creates a longlasting impact for communities living in Africa, India and Bangladesh. Not only are you
directly enabling people to transform their lives now, you are also creating a sustainable
end to hunger which will enable communities to thrive for generations to come.
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The Hunger Project Australia has a complaints handling
procedure in place. Please direct any complaints to
(02) 9222 9088 or complaints@thp.org
Copyright © 2020 All material contained in this Global
Investor Report is subject to copyright owned by or licensed
to The Hunger Project Australia. All rights reserved.
The Hunger Project Australia (The Hunger Project Relief Fund)
is endorsed by the Australian Tax Office as a Deductible Gift
Recipient gift fund, which means that our investors can claim
a tax deduction on monetary donations of $2 or more.

